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The Project INNO 2 is a trade union network initiative for jobs and qualification in the wood and furniture indust-
ry which has been supported by the European Commission within the budget heading 04 03 03 02 (Information 
and training measures for workers‘ organisations) in 2009/2010. INNO 2 builds up on the cooperation and results 
of its predecessor project INNOTrans (Transfer of Information and Innovation for the wood and furniture indust-
ry, 2007/2008) and includes additional focuses.

We published a European Sector Monitor Wood/Furniture with the sector profiles from six countries (BG, CZ, 
DE, DK, IT, RO) for the first time in 2008. This was the beginning into a continuous monitoring of the trends and 
developments of this industry and its importance for the economic and employment importance of the sector. 
The resonance from European trade Unions as well as the positive feedback of our project partners has led us 
to continue the sector monitoring. The economic crisis of 2008 has changed the wood and furniture industry 
throughout Europe – with negative effects for enterprises and employees. This has made it even more necessary 
to observe the changes in the sector on both national and European level with comparable information.

Therefore we and our trade union partners have collected current sector information for an update monitor for 
2010. This update allows us to document the results of the economic crisis on the economy, social issues and 
labour policy of the sector since 2008 in the form of a sectoral crisis barometer and to present these results on a 
European scale.

We want to say thank you to all involved trade union and partners from companies who contributed to the 
sector- specific information in the sector update for 2010. We also want to suggest that those colleagues who 
are interested in the long term sector development in the specific countries include the sector monitor wood / 
furniture of 2008 into the basic information.

Within the framework of INNO 2 the following results were published:

 „Declaration of Bucharest“ – Trade Union positions and demands for the company-based vocational  
 further training in the wood and furniture industry  
 (Languages: BG, DE, EN, CZ, PL, IT, RO)

 INNO 2 Country Information: Vocational Further Training. Systems, structures and standards of  the wood  
 and furniture industry  (Languages: DE, EN)

 Vocational Training Management. Tools and materials for the operational practice in enterprises
 (Languages: BG, DE, EN, CZ, PL, IT, RO)

Imprint:

European Sector Monitor Wood / Furniture  -  Update 2010

Publisher:  Arbeit und Leben Bielefeld e.V. (DGB/VHS)
Elaboration:   Gisbert Brenneke
Content:  Bulgaria: Petar Abrashev/Lyubka Antova (FSOGSDP), Czech Republic: Michal Teraz 
   (OS DLV), Germany: Wolfgang Bonneik (IGM); Poland: Marek Albecki 
   (NSZZ Solidarnosc), Italy: Salvatore Federico (FILCA-CISL),  Romania: Vasile Badica/ 
   Dan Anghel (FSLIL)

Bielefeld, January 2011

 Supported by the European Commission

 The information contained in this publication does not give necessarily reflect the views of the European Commission.
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The wood and furniture industry is an important part of the industrial location Europe. Since 2008, the global 
economic crisis has massively accelerated the structural in the wood and furniture industry, as well as other 
sectors. The management of the sector enterprises often reacted with drastic restructuring programmes, which 
were implemented too often against societal or employment interests. Through this, several jobs in the Euro-
pean locations have been lost. Therefore we need a consequent strategy to secure qualified jobs and high labour 
standards in the sense of a sustainable long term sector development. The economic competition of the future 
will be coined by the question of the highest quality. Therefore a Europe-wide Initiative becomes necessary to  
give the European wood and furniture sector a sustainable foundation for economics and employment poli-
cies. Modern labour organisation, improved social and labour conditions, the focused support of research and 
development, vocational further training and consistent qualification are therefore important instruments to 
strengthen the European sector position on both national and international levels. 

Based on these assessments, the trade unions from Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Germany, Italy and 
Romania started the project INNOTrans in 2007. The purpose of this project was the development of mutual 
strategies and forms of transnational cooperation in the field of interest representation on company and sector 
level for the wood and furniture industry.  
With the follow-up project INNO 2, the transnational sector cooperation between trade unions were intensified 
and expanded. In 2009 for the first time, trade union activists from Poland, one of the leading wood/furniture 
producers in Europe, were involved in the cooperative activities.

INNO 2 was implemented from November 2009 to January 2011. The project was funded by the European 
Commission (Directorate-General for Employment, Social Issues and Equal Opportunities) within the framework 
of budget line 04 03 03 02 (information and training measures for workers‘ organisations). The project carrier 
was Arbeit und Leben Bielefeld e.V. All project activities were implemented in tight partnership with the national 
trade Unions. 
The projects partners are: FSOGDP (Bulgaria), OS-DLV (The Czech Republic), TIB (Denmark), IG Metall (Germany), 
NSZZ “Solidarnosc“ (Poland), FILCA-CISL (Italy) und die FSLIL (Romania).  The project was actively accompanied 
by the European Federation of Building and Woodworkers (EFBWW).

Objectives and Tasks of the Project Implementation

INNO 2 ncreases and expands the development of a European network of trade unions and company-based 
interest representatives from the wood and furniture industries of seven European countries.

NNO 2 conciliates European sector know how and informs about economic, societal and employment political 
development in the wood and furniture industry.

INNO 2 organises a European perspective in the interest representation of trade unions, sector policies and 
company-based interest representation for employees in the wood and furniture sector. 

INNO 2  offers an employee-oriented platform for information and communication which allows sector emplo-
yees to exchange information and experiences, become involved in a European network and actively participate 
in innovative processes of change on company and sector level. 

INNO 2 is targeted at the improvement of company-based further training activities for employees through 
infrastructural measures and methods, instruments and practical approaches which were  harmonised on the 
European level.

INNO 2 – European Network Development and Solidary Interest Representation  

A project cooperation of  Arbeit und Leben Bielefeld e.V. and trade unions of Europe

Arbeit und Leben Bielefeld e.V. | IG Metall
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Within the framework of INNO 2 we have managed to bring the sector-political information formation on to a 
continuous basis, to organise the cross-country exchange of information and practices with mutual activities and 
events and to develop a transnational cooperation with company and sector political focuses. All of the involved 
trade unions have improved their sector political know how. National sector developments – especially the on-
going consequences of the global economic crisis – and their connection to European developments, changes 
and trends can be assessed much better. Trade union activities on the basis of mutual sector political interests 
has become more authoritative. Based on the cooperative project implementation, we have prepared a mutual 
strategy for the vocational and company-based further qualification through the exchange of suitable activating 
mechanisms, tools and methods. Through this, we have brought the objective-oriented activities of national 
employment representations one step forward with first initiatives for the national social dialogue.

Main Activities and Results

In 2009/2010, we have concentrated our sector political cooperation on two essential topics.

Vocational Qualification and Further Training. From our perspective, the company-based further training of 
staff members is not just an instrument for more job security in time of crisis, but a primary future task for the 
sustainable long term sector development. We have debated the sector-related standards as well as the sector’s 
future requirements and have thus improved our know how for the development, organisation and implemen-
tation of continuous further training in the sector. Especially important are the tools and instruments deducted 
from the project activities which can be used in the ongoing practice in all participating countries.

Economic Development. We have analysed the economic and social developments in the wood and furniture 
sector on both national and European level, with a specific regard for the economic and labour political conse-
quences of the global financial focus. Based upon the European Sector Monitor 2008,  we exchanged our infor-
mation about national occurrences of  the crisis, trade union strategies and sector political instruments to secure 
employment for the years 2009 and 2010. We documented national approaches which were suited to maintain 
social standards and jobs even among the crisis condition.

Update 2010 for  the European Sector Monitor Wood/Furniture
The updated version of the sector monitor wood/furniture is a guideline for trends and developments in the 
wood and furniture industry of the six participating countries. Though this, the information and factoids from 
several different countries became accessible in one central place. Like the original report of 2008, the have pu-
blished the Update Monitor 2010 in all six national languages of the INNO2 project partners as well as an English 
version, so that as many colleagues as possible gain access to the information in the monitor any may use it for 
their work on location. 
 

The current and future developments of the European wood and furniture industry force the national trade 
unions as well as the European Federation of Building and Woodworkers to find a mutual answer to the  prevent 
that the extensive consequences of structural changes, economic crisis and globalisation are not solved one-
sided to the disadvantage of the employees. It is the task of the trade unions to inform, gather forces and offer 
own suggestions and approaches for stable employment and qualified jobs in the wood and furniture sector.

Arbeit und Leben Bielefeld e.V. | IG Metall
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Restructuring and Crisis – Developments and Trends of the 
European Wood and Furniture Industry

(Arbeit und Leben Bielefeld e.V.)

The EU has a large and diverse wood processing and furniture industry comprising over 300,000 enterprises 
and accounting for 4% of all manufacturing production value and 8% of all manufacturing employment in 
the EU. There is a very low degree of concentration in the sector, the average enterprise having less than 10 
employees.  According to Eurostat, in 2007 the EU-27’s woodworking sector included 191,000 enterprises 
with a production value of 121 billion EUR and employing 1.24 million. 
A further 149,000 enterprises with a production value of 105 billion EUR and employing 1.43 million were 
engaged in the manufacture of furniture In terms of production value, Germany has the largest manufactu-
ring sector based on solid wood products in the EU, followed by Italy, France, UK, Spain, Sweden and Poland.

EU Furniture Industry -  Importance of the sector and trends

Despite the economic decline resulting from the global crisis of the financial crisis since 2008, the furniture in-
dustry of the EU27 remains the world’s largest production and consumption region for furniture in 2010. 
Despite the decrease of production and market shares in the last ten years between 2000 and 2010, the EU27 
still fulfils the economic leading role in the world-wide furniture production. In 2007, furniture in the value of 
almost 105 Billion Euro were produced here (a growth rare of 5.2% in comparison to the previous year). As such, 
the EU27 had a share of about 35% of the world furniture production, even though this share is continuously 
shrinking. In 1998, this share was about 50%, in 2003 42%, and in 2006 it has shrunk to 36.5%. Nonetheless, the 
value of the production volume had continuously increased until 2007, based on a low point in 2002 (79,5 Billion 
Euro). The largest share of this growth takes it origin in the new EU member states. These have increased their 
production output by 6.6 Billion Euro and thus nearly doubled it between 2002 and 2008.

The furniture production of the EU27 has increased from 87.5 Billlion Euro in 2002 to 104.6 Billion Euro in 2008 
by nearly 20%. The largest share of this growth takes it origin in the new member states which joined the EU 
in2004/2007. These were able to significantly increase their share of the European total production from 7.9 
(in 2002) to 14.5 Billion Euro (in 2008). 

Fig 1  Furniture production in Europe 2002 – 2009 (in million. €)

Source:  Lignum Consulting, März 2008; UEA Newsletter Oct. 2007, UEA  (15.09.2000 and 03.05.2010), Eigene Ergänzungen

Due to the strong exports into the EU and its neighbour regions, the production output of the twelve new EU 
member states in Eastern and South-Eastern Europe has nearly doubled with a growth rate of 82.2% in the last 
six years. In comparison, the EU15 countries could “only” achieve a growth of 13.5%. The production value 
increased from 79.5 Million € (in 2002) to 90.2 Million € in 2007.
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Results of the Crisis on the Furniture Production in the EU27

The results of the global sales crisis on the production of furniture became visible early in 2008. Compared to the 
peak values of 2007, the European furniture production sank to 101.3 Million € in 2008 and even further to 83.3 
Million € in 2009. In only two years, the production capacity dropped by 18.4 Million € ( -17.6 %). The value of 
the furniture production has reached the level of 2000.

In 2009, Italy, Germany, and Great Britain were the largest producers of furniture and are responsible for about 
52% of the production in the EU27. Three countries (France, Spain and Poland) follow with a quarter of the total 
production value of theEU27. Poland is by far the largest furniture production country in the new EU member 
states. But the other countries of Eastern and South-Eastern Europe have also continuously grown in the last 
10 years.

Tab. 1  EU27 – Furniture production 2002-2006 (million Euro)

Country 2002 2003 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 Change 
2009 : 2008

        abs.      in %

Italy 20.944 20.085 19.997 20.577 21.607 20.716 17.526 -3.190 -15,4%

Germany 20.272 19.785 17.403 18.586 19.677 19.329 16.971 -2.358 -12,2%

United Kingdom 8.040 8.128 11.524 11.881 12.391 12.305 10.902 -1.403 -11,4%

France 9.180 8.620 9.058 9.012 9.178 8.667 7.375 -1.292 -14,9%

Spain 6.136 8.492 8.646 8.898 9.609 8.541 6.124 -2.417 -28,3%

Austria 2.193 2.270 2.585 2.792 2.970 2.991 2.609 -382 -12,8%

Netherlands 2.795 2.581 2.653 2.675 2.829 2.887 2.422 -465 -16,1%

Belgium/ Lux. 2.224 2.355 2.351 2.419 2.445 2.397 2.033 -364 -15,2%

Sweden 1.927 2.113 2.332 2.488 2.609 2.267 1.920 -347 -15,3%

Denmark 2.572 2.540 2.686 2.686 2.680 2.412 1.862 -550 -22,8%

Portugal 1.234 1.260 1.321 1.290 1.296 1.286 1.020 -266 -20,7%

Finland 797 1.135 1.167 1.185 1.352 1.353 937 -416 -30,7%

Greece 793 828 932 1.005 1.068 1.083 837 -246 -22,7%

Ireland 400 435 452 484 524 468 371 -97 -20,7%

EU 15 total 79.507 80.627 83.107 85.978 90.235 86.702 72.909 -13.793 -15,9%

Poland 2.904 3.466 4.974 5.546 6.053 5.923 6.077 154 2,6%

Romania 830 895 1.195 1.604 1.727 1.736 1.615 -121 -7,0%

Czech Rep. 1.478 1.500 1.620 1.691 1.855 1.748 1.490 -258 -14,8%

Hungary 497 649 943 1.106 1.155 1.391 1.114 -277 -19,9%

Slovenia 747 752 923 1.101 1.168 1.196 1.065 -131 -11,0%

Bulgaria 147 185 291 327 352 358 241 -117 -32,7%

Other EU12 1.335 1.786 347 1.947 2.151 2.196 1.753 -443 -20,2%

EU12 total 7.938 9.233 10.293 13.322 14.461 14.548 13.355 -1.193 -8,2%

EU27 Total 87.445 89.860 93.400 99.300 104.696 101.250 86.264 -14.986 -14,8%

Source:  Lignum Consulting, März 2008; UEA Newsletter Oct. 2007, UEA  (15.09.2000 and 03.05.2010), Eigene Ergänzungen

Even previous to the crisis of 2008, the production growth rates slowed down significantly for the leading Euro-
pean furniture producers. One reason for this trend is the ongoing forced shift of parts of the production and 
locations to Eastern Europe and later on with an increased tendency to Asia. Especially the dislocation to loca-
tions out of Europe has become an essential reason that the productive location of Europe has become weaker 
in the global competition.

The economic results of the global crisis in 2009 have affected the furniture industry in the European countries 
in total. However, the degree of effect has been differently in different in European countries. As such, the decre-
ase of production in Western Europe was with 15.9 % almost twice as high as in Eastern and South-Eastern Euro-
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pe, were the decrease came up to comparatively low 8.2%. The most significant decrease of production occurred 
in Bulgaria (-32.7%), Finland (-30.7%) and Spain (-28.3%)

Growing risks for the employment

The furniture industry employed around 1.4 million people in Europe in 2008, accounting for 0.7 % of total 
employment. Around one third of total employment in this sector is located in the new Member States. 

Furniture-making is an unusual industrial production activity, as it is to a large extent dominated by SMEs. 
Furniture production in the EU has traditionally been a labourintensive industry that includes both small local 
craft firms and large manufacturers. Small enterprises often act as sub-contractors – often highly specialised in 
specific tasks - for larger firms (producing components, semi-finished products or finishing and assembling 
furniture). The average firm in the furniture industry has a production of € 0.8 million per year, compared to the 
EU manufacturing average of € 2.5 million. However, firms in the new Member States tend to be larger on 
average than those from the old Member States.

Tab. 2   The EU‘s largest woodworking and furniture manufactoring Member States based on employment in 2006

Country Woodworking & Furniture  Woodworking Furniture

 No. of 
Enterprises Employment No. of 

Enterprises Employment No. of 
Enterprises Employment

Italy 71.236 369.192   41.100 166.427   30.136 202.765

Germany 22.927 304.770   13.076 142.792     9.851 161.978

Poland 31.663 302.332   19.015 135.625   12.648 166.707

Spain 34.875 239.584   15.678 99.807   19.197 139.777

UK 15.725 195.595     8.396 85.387     7.329 110.208

France 29.812 183.780   10.635 86.086   19.177 97.694

Austria 7.262 71.278     3.491 38.528     3.771 32.750

Sweden 10.169 63.498     6.883 42.456     3.286 21.042

Finland 4.082 38.662     2.537 28.345     1.545 10.317

Belgium 4.032 32.721     1.699 13.833     2.333 18.888

EU-27 340.027 2.582.640  191.102 1.241.249  148.925 1.341.391

Source: Department for international development, EU-market overview (2008)

According to EU Labour Force Survey data, in 2009 employment in the manufacturing of furniture sector fell by 
roughly 10 % compared to the previous year. In the fourth quarter of 2009, the sector employed 1 384 000 
people, or 175 000 fewer than in the same quarter of 2008. Countries hit hardest were, in relative terms and in 
descending order, Denmark, Cyprus, Finland, Lithuania, Latvia and Germany. On the plus side, signs of an 
economic recovery will also have a positive and fairly rapid impact on the furniture sector.

Restructuring and impact on employment

According to the European Restructuring Monitor (ERM), from September 2008 to May 2010 there were 58 cases 
of restructuring in the furniture sector, involving more than 14 000 announced job losses against just over 200 
announced job gains in Europe.

However, since January 2010 the situation seems to have eased somewhat: in five cases a total of only 973 jobs 
were lost and in one case 130 new jobs were gained. The biggest cases of announced job losses involved the 
following:
•  Italian sofa manufacturer Natuzzi, which in March 2009 announced a reorganisation plan involving 1 540 job 
 losses across its plants in Matera, Bari and Taranto.
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•  In Lithuania, Venta announced the closure of its plant in Siauliai, resulting in 800 job losses in October 2008.
•  Nowy Styl, which produces furniture and chairs in Krosno, Poland, announced plans to lay off 700 employees 
 in February 2009.
•  In April 2010 chair and sofa maker Capdevielle went into liquidation, leaving 468 employees jobless in
 Mont-de-Marsan in South-West France.
•  Other major cases concerned Paged Meble (Poland, 700 job losses announced in Nov 2008), Saga Trade 
 (Latvia, 550 job losses announced in Nov 2009)  and Narbutas & Ko (Lithuania, 530 job losses announced 
 in May 2009).

Trends in Foreign Trade 

Wood processing industry. The EU27 as a whole is the world’s largest importer of wood products. In 2009, 
EU wood and wooden product imports were valued at 29,4 billion €. In value terms, the UK is the largest 
European importer of wood products from outside the EU by a significant margin, followed by Germany, Italy, 
France and the Netherlands. In 2009 the main importers from outside EU was China (1,63 billon €) and Russia 
(1,08 billion €). The whole imports to EU27 from Extra-EU in 2009 was 8,10 billion € - a decrease of 3,5 billion € 
to the year before.

In 2009, the total imports of wood and wood products came up to a value of 29.5 Billion €. This is a decrease 
of 23.2% in comparison to the previous year. The largest decrease of imports occurred on the inner-European 
trades. The intra-EU imports decreased by 36.1% in 2009.  

The export of wood and wood products from the EU27 also showed a significant decrease of 20% to only 
29.9 Billion € in 2009. For exports as well, the inner European trades have been effected stronger, with a total 
decrease of 25.1%.

Fig. 2   Foreign Trade (Export/Import) of EU-27 with wood, articles of wood and furniture 2006 – 2009 (million €)

Source: Eurostat 2010
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Source: Eurostat 2010

Furniture Industry. Europe is the world’s largest furniture market, with significant advantages in comparison to 
the United States or the steadily growing furniture countries in South-Eastern Asia. More than half of the furnitu-
re exports in the world come from the EU27. But the European furniture industry loses its competitiveness in an 
alarming scale as well as shares of its interior and exterior markets.
In 2009 the total exports of the EU2l furniture sector came up to 36.1 Billion Euro, 26% of which were obtained in 
the exterior markets outside the EU27. European producers exported furniture in the value of 9.4 Billion Euro to 
countries outside of Europe. In comparison to the previous year of 2008, this was a decrease of 20%. The largest 
drop in exports occurred for the US of A and Russia.
The furniture exports within the EU27 were effected comparatively little with a decrase of –8,5%. However, the 
export value of trades within the EU decreased by 5.6 Billion €– from 32.3 Billion € in 2008 to 26.7 Billion € in 
2009. Despite this decline, the interior market of the EU remains unchanged as the most important selling 
market of the European producers.

The European total imports of furniture and furniture parts came up to 33.7 billion € in 2009. 31% of this origina-
ted outside of Europe. Thus, in 2009, the furniture imports from outside the EU decreased for the first time in 
years by a rate of –16%. With an import volume of about 5.5 Billion €, China remains the largest importing 
country of furniture by a far margin. All things considered, the European furniture market remained compara-
tively stable for exterior producers in the crisis year of 2009. The largest decrease occurred for the interior trade 
in Europe with a decrease of 45%. The imports in the interior EU trade sank from 28.6 Billion € (in 2008) to 23.3 
Billion € (in 2009).

In 2009, the most important partner countries for EU27 exports to countries outside of the EU27 were Switzer-
land, with 17% (2008: 15%), the US of A with 16% (2008: 17%), Russia with 12% (2008: 15%) and Norway with 
10% (2008: 9%). In 2009, the most important Non-European importing countries for furniture deliveries to 
Europe were China (52%), Vietnam (6%), Indonesia and Turkey (5% each).

These shifts underline the decisive global trends for Europe: The international competition in the furniture 
industry  will remain fierce, the pressure on the sector locations in Europe – both for the industrial development 
as well as for employment – will remain significant and the need for reorganisations in the European furniture 
industry will continue. This structural change has to be targeted stronger than before on the support of the core 
competences in the important fields qualification, quality, development, innovation and service. In this regard, 
the existing advantages have to be used and stressed much more than before. The European furniture industry 
can only win in a competition of competences and quality.

Sources:
Eurostat. Statistics in focus - 74/2008;  Furniture in Europe (UEA 2004);  European Union, GD Enterprise and Industry (http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/
furniture/statistics.htm);  CISL, World Furniture Outlook (2003/2006); European Commission, DG Employment, Social Affairs & Equal Opportunities, 
EU employment situation and social outlook (Monthly monitor, June 2010); Department for international development, EU-market overview
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EU 27:  Export of furniture 2006 - 2009

Furniture & Parts thereof  
(HS 9401/ 9403)

2006 2007 2008 2009  Change  2009:2008 Share of

Value in Mio. €  abs. % EXTRA-EU TOTAL

EXTRA - EU27 / TOP 5  (Ranking 2009)        

Switzerland 1.636,6 1.750,3 1.766,8 1.639,0  -127,8 -7,2% 17% 5%

United States 2.159,9 2.302,1 1.964,0 1.467,6  -496,4 -25,3% 16% 4%

Russia 1170.8 1.416,2 1.723,2 1.126,6  -596,6 -34,6% 12% 3%

Norway 926,1 1.084,1 1.107,2 936,9  -170,3 -15,4% 10% 3%

China 167,8 274,7 330,0 329,5  -0,5 -0,2% 3% 1%

TOP 5 Gesamt 4.890,4 6.827,4 6.891,2 5.499,6  -1.391,6 -20,2% 58% 15%

Total EXTRA-EU27 10.218,6 11.390,3 11.772,3 9.421,8  -2.350,5 -20,0% 100% 26%

EU27 - Countries / TOP 10 (Ranking 2009)       INTRA-EU

Germany 6.876,0 7.166,9 7.094,1 6.441,4 -652,7 -9,2% 18%       18%

France 4.559,3 5.071,2 5.257,9 4.533,8  -724,1 -13,8% 13% 13%

United Kingdom 3.567,8 3.755,6 3.201,2 2.330,0  -871,2 -27,2% 6% 6%

Netherlands 2.257,7 2.351,8 2.345,8 1.962,9  -382,9 -16,3% 5% 5%

Belgium 1.893,1 2.004,2 1.903,3 1.638,2  -265,1 -13,9% 5% 5%

Spain 1.719,4 1.960,0 1.781,9 1.415,9  -366,0 -20,5% 4% 4%

Austria 1.357,6 1.528,9 1.487,6 1.285,2  -202,4 -13,6% 4% 4%

Italy 1.086,6 1.155,7 1.157,3 962,8  -194,5 -16,8% 3% 3%

Sweden 1.165,6 1.268,4 1.192,1 906,5  -285,6 -24,0% 3% 3%

Czech Republic 723,1 850,7 947,3 774,8  -172,5 -18,2% 2% 2%

TOP 10 25.206,2 27.113,4 26.368,5 22.251,5  -4.117,0 -15,6% 62% 62%

Total INTRA-EU27 30.228,1 32.996,9 32.327,8 26.680,3  -5.647,5 -17,5% 100% 74%

EXPORT  TOTAL 40.446,7 44.387,2 44.100,1 36.102,1  -7.998,0 -18,1% Source: Eurostat 2010

EU 27:  import of furniture 2006 - 2009

Furniture & Parts thereof  
(HS 9401/ 9403)

2006 2007 2008 2009  Change 2009:2008 Share of

Value in Mio. €  abs. % EXTRA-EU TOTAL

EXTRA - EU27 / TOP 5  (Ranking 2009)        

China 4.593,0 6.026,1 6.176,4 5.511,1 -665,3 -10,8% 52% 16%

Vietnam 588,0 705,4 732,4 608,5 -123,9 -16,9% 6% 2%

Indonesia 799,7 827,7 705,8 544,2 -161,6 -22,9% 5% 2%

Turkey 473,1 601,0 679,5 541,3 -138,2 -20,3% 5% 2%

Switzerland 443,7 485,8 489,5 376,2 -113,3 -23,1% 4% 1%

TOP 5 Gesamt 6.897,5 8.646,0 8.783,6 7.581,3  -1.202,3 -13,7% 72% 22%

Total EXTRA-EU27 10.638,2 12.628,4 12.466,3 10.511,0  -1.955,3 -15,7% 100% 31%

EU27 - Countries / TOP 10 (Ranking 2009)       INTRA-EU

Germany 5.049,1 5.889,4 5.986,3 5.248,1  -738,2 -12,3% 15% 16%

Italy 4.769,1 5.304,4 5.138,4 3.965,6  -1.172,8 -22,8% 11% 12%

Poland 3.440,8 3.655,2 3.714,1 2.842,6  -871,5 -23,5% 8% 8%

France 1.492,2 1.840,5 1.852,2 1.481,8  -370,4 -20,0% 4% 4%

Sweden 1.270,1 1.409,3 1.449,4 1.205,3  -244,1 -16,8% 3% 4%

Denmark 1.234,3 1.250,3 1.253,2 1.120,3  -132,9 -10,6% 3% 3%

Belgium 1.040,1 1.155,9 1.105,3 909,7  -195,6 -17,7% 3% 3%

Austria 1.068,0 1.134,8 1.082,6 851,3  -231,3 -21,4% 2% 3%

Netherlands 944,4 1.044,6 1.010,1 835,3  -174,8 -17,3% 2% 2%

Spain 902,0 944,8 950,5 799,2  -151,3 -15,9% 2% 2%

TOP 10 21.210,1 23.629,2 23.542,1 19.259,2  -4.282,9 -18,2% 53% 57%

Total INTRA-EU27 26.382,9 29.094,7 28.644,6 23.233,4  -5.411,2 -18,9% 100% 69%

IMPORT  TOTAL 37.021,1 41.723,1 41.110,9 33.744,4  -7.366,5 -17,9% Source: Eurostat 2010
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EU 27:  Export of wood and articles of wood 2006 - 2009

Wood & articles of 
wood (HS 44)

2006 2007 2008 2009  Change  2009:2008 Share of

Value in Mio. € abs. % EXTRA-EU TOTAL

EXTRA - EU27 / TOP 5  (Ranking 2009)        

Switzerland 1.005,7 1.077,0 1.072,7 1.025,8 -46,9 -4,4% 14% 3%

Norway 910,3 1.161,4 988,7 770,4 -218,3 -22,1% 10% 3%

Japan 1.059,5 938,5 758,5 651,8 -106,7 -14,1% 9% 2%

USA 1.659,5 1.158,9 779,5 513,8 -265,7 -34,1% 7% 2%

Egypt 203,8 274,3 402,8 431,2 28,4 7,1% 6% 1%

TOP 5 Gesamt 4.838,8 4.610,1 4.002,2 3.393,0  -609,2 -15,2% 46% 11%

Total EXTRA-EU27 8.944,2 9.487,7 8.977,6 7.426,6  -1.551,0 -17,3% 100% 25%

EU27 - Countries / TOP 10 (Ranking 2009)      INTRA-EU  

Germany 4.542,8 4.725,3 4.340,1 3.719,6 -620,5 -14,3% 12% 12%

Italy 3.307,5 3.545,0 3.108,3 2.581,4 -526,9 -17,0% 9% 9%

France 2.587,5 3.080,3 2.975,4 2.460,4 -515,0 -17,3% 8% 8%

United Kingdom 3.229,7 3.760,4 2.738,7 2.116,7 -622,0 -22,7% 7% 7%

Netherlands 1.898,8 2.227,7 2.056,2 1.613,5  -442,7 -21,5% 5% 5%

Austria 1.629,0 1.697,7 1.672,3 1.540,4 -131,9 -7,9% 5% 5%

Belgium 1.408,2 1.673,1 1.548,6 1.228,9 -319,7 -20,6% 4% 4%

Spain 1.787,9 1.953,2 1.405,6 1.003,8 -401,8 -28,6% 3% 3%

Denmark 1.308,3 1.375,6 1.196,5 938,1 -258,4 -21,6% 3% 3%

Sweden 941,2 1.252,4 1.141,9 828,4  -313,5 -27,5% 3% 3%

TOP 10 22.640,9 25.290,7 22.183,6 18.031,2  -4.152,4 -18,7% 60% 60%

Total INTRA-EU27 27.657,4 31.675,5 28.492,1 22.442,3  -6.049,8 -21,2% 100% 75%

EXPORT  TOTAL 36.601,6 41.163,2 37.469,7 29.868,9  -7.600,8 -20,3% Source: Eurostat 2010

EU 27:  Import of wood and articles of wood 2006 - 2009

Wood & articles of 
wood (HS 44)

2006 2007 2008 2009  Change  2009:2008 Share of

Value  in Mio. € abs. % EXTRA-EU TOTAL

EXTRA - EU27 / TOP 5  (Ranking 2009)        

China 1.686,1 2.248,1 2.195,4 1.636,9 -558,5 -25,4% 20% 6%

Russia 2.124,9 2.539,2 1.013,0 1.078,6 65,6 6,5% 13% 4%

USA 1.010,1 1.022,7 811,1 640,2 -171,0 -21,1% 8% 2%

Brazil 872,1 1.104,3 903,8 544,3 -359,6 -39,8% 7% 2%

Indonesia 740,1 653,7 580,2 427,7 -152,5 -26,3% 5% 1%

TOP 5 Gesamt 6.433,3 7.568,0 5.503,6 4.327,7  -1.175,9 -21,4% 53% 15%

Total EXTRA-EU27 11.570,8 13.393,5 11.591,3 8.101,2  -3.490,0 -30,1% 100% 27%

EU27 - Countries / TOP 10 (Ranking 2009)      INTRA-EU  

Germany 4.978,7 5.926,0 5.349,5 4.198,1 -1.151,4 -21,5% 20% 14%

Austria 2.795,2 3.127,7 2.815,4 2.286,1 -529,3 -18,8% 11% 8%

Poland 1.730,1 2.002,7 1.936,6 1.719,8 -216,8 -11,2% 8% 6%

Sweden 2.299,1 2.555,5 2.058,4 1.673,7 -384,7 -18,7% 8% 6%

Belgium 1.745,0 1.954,6 1.760,6 1.352,7  -407,9 -23,2% 6% 5%

France 1.639,4 1.802,3 1.626,2 1.256,7 -369,5 -22,7% 6% 4%

Finland 1.850,0 2.018,5 1.602,5 1.035,9 -566,5 -35,4% 5% 4%

Czech Republic 931,5 1.103,4 1.105,2 1.005,9 -99,3 -9,0% 5% 3%

Netherlands 921,3 1.054,5 986,9 809,6 -177,3 -18,0% 4% 3%

Latvia 919,2 1.124,8 926,8 710,7  -216,1 -23,3% 3% 2%

TOP 10 19.809,3 22.669,9 20.167,9 16.049,2  -4.118,7 -20,4% 75% 54%

Total INTRA-EU27 26.096,5 29.795,6 26.805,9 21.381,5  -5.424,4 -20,2% 100% 73%

IMPORT  TOTAL 37.667,26 43.189,11 38.397,17 29.482,73  -8.914,4 -23,2% Source: Eurostat 2010
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Bulgaria: Sector – Update 2010

(Updated information and data on the industry profile of Bulgaria 2008)

Production of furniture in Bulgaria is very little compared to the globalized world economy. In 2010 the 
sector is recovering from the economic crisis. Current statistics of the Branch Chamber shows that it has 
4,000 member-companies of which only 950 are active and 240 are in a liquidation process.  According to 
official data of Eurostat, in 2009 the production in furniture sector dropped against 2008 by 30%. According 
to expert appraisals of the Branch Chamber of Woodworking and Furniture Industry (Timber Chamber), the 
lagging behind is even greater – by nearly 45%. This is the biggest drop in furniture industry all over Europe.

At the end of 2009 the drop in furniture companies’ sales reached almost 40% due to the abruptly decreased 
demand on the domestic market. According to commercial chains data, furniture demand has plunged by 
50% against the same period of the previous year. There is a drop of approximately 20-25% in furniture 
prices. There are companies ready to sell even below the products cost value, only to provide financing. 
There was also a drop by approximately 25% in the orders for furnishing hotels, restaurants and commercial 
sites. The sector has returned to the levels of 2005.

Impacts of the financial and economic crisis to the wood/furniture industry

The advance, characteristic for the recent years in the development of woodworking and furniture industry in 
Bulgaria was stopped by the economic crisis. At first the crisis affect on the construction sector in the country 
and this led to sharply reduce of the demand for construction timber and furniture for hotels, offices, administra-
tive buildings. On the other hand complicated the contractual relations of the companies with other countries 
which also were under the blows of the crisis. Shrinking domestic consumption facilitate the realization of the 
cheap Chinese and Asian furniture.

The central effects of the global economic crisis in our country are: the decrease of production by almost 50%, a decrease 
of the volume of orders by almost 50%, reduction of product prices by 25 to 30%, and a growing unemployment rate. The 
number of enterprise bankruptcies has significantly increased.

Fig. 1   Production 2002 – 2010 (Mill. €)

Source: FSOGSDP 2010
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In comparison to all other European countries, the Bulgarian wood and furniture industry has to cope with the 
largest loss of production. After many years of constant production successes, both in wood works and furniture 
productions, the production volume has almost collapsed in 2009, by about 30% in furniture production and 
about 20% in the woodworking industry. And while the production in the woodworking sector could rebound 
by more than 10% in 2010, furniture production decreased by another 10%. The overall production volume 
equates to the status in 2006.

Tab. 1   Sector data of wood / furniture industry 2005 – 2010

Furniture 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Number of companies 1 608 1 711 1 978 2 181 n.a. n.a.

Employees 23 458 24 512 26 612 27 412 21 866 21 060

Turnover  (in Mill. € ) 290, 7 336, 5 470,4 500,2 n.a. n.a.

Export (in Mill. € ) 161, 8 171,9 200,4 191,5 167,5 93,4

Import (in Mill. € ) 85, 4 112,9 163,9 200,2 130,8 53,0

Woodworking 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Number of companies 1 997 2 005 2 053 1 974 n.a. n.a.

Employees 18 037 17 965 18 808 17 444 15 095 15 376

Production 301, 5 364, 9 392,8 405,4 n.a. n.a.

Turnover (in Mill. € ) 380, 2 433, 2 440,6 435,7 n.a. n.a.

Export (in Mill. € ) 149, 9 164,7 202,3 149,6 141,7 89,4

Import (in Mill. € ) 95, 3 128,8 164,4 215,4 110,4 47,3

1€ = 1,95583 BGN

Source: NSI; Data in the column for 2010 are for the first half of the year. 

The consequences of loss of production for enterprises and employees have been an accordingly heavy burden. 
Especially smaller enterprises went bankrupt due to the crisis, Other companies had to introduce reduced 
working hours. The social consequences were attenuated through food coupons, payment of medical care and 
vacation and prophylactic measures against the loss of jobs. In many enterprises, salaries were reduced or paid 
without a regular schedule. Massive lay-offs are another consequence of the crisis.

As regards the employment in woodworking industry, there is a small recovery. The data summarized in 
Table 1 shows that in the first half of 2010 the number of employees has increased by 281 people, compared to 
2009. Since the crisis the fall in employment is with 2.068 people.

Abb. 2   Development of employment in wood/furniture industry 2002 – 2010 (first half) 

Source:  FSOGSDP 2010
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In the furniture industry continues the trend of decreasing of the employment. During the first six months of 
2010 the employees decreased with 806 people, for the period of crisis they decreased total with 6.352 people.
In total, about 8,500 jobs have been lost in the sector. This is a decrease of 19%, measured against the employ-
ment rate of 2008.

Trade union activities against the crisis

With the first signs of crisis our trade union organisation started actions in several directions: 

■  jointly with the Employers Branch Chamber we start studying and analyzing the situation in woodworking  
 and furniture industries; 
■  design and maintain a database for developments of the processes; 
■  the social partners signed an agreement on anti-crisis measures and regularly monitor of its implementation. 

Our efforts are focused on the priority of the joint actions with social partners in terms of consultation meetings 
with the producers of timber, introduction of rational models and regimes of sale, termination of contracts with 
intermediaries, which make the production more expensive. 

Above all, our goal was to preserve jobs maximum possible. For that we assist the companies with difficult situa-
tion to pass on reduced working hours with an additional subsidy of wages from the state budget, validated with 
the active support of trade unions.
 
We sign agreements with employers to take back (when the company restore its function) in companies the em-
ployees dismissed due the crisis. We supported our trade union members, especially switched to shorter working 
hours to be involve in training with vouchers for vocational training or retraining and key competencies. Further-
more, in the current branch collective bargaining agreement /BCA/ we set clauses stipulating stricter rules on 
dismissals and increased the amount of benefits, especially for cadres who are three years before entitlement to 
a pension, which makes them uncompetitive at the market labour. 

In new signed BCA, effective from first October 2010, we succeeded to preserve the agreements reached in the 
previous BCA. Thanks to the analysis that we did as partners in INNO 2 and with attracting the employers cham-
ber for increasing the level of training and retraining of personnel in the new contract we included a specific 
obligations for the employers in companies related to the systematic training of personnel, active involvement of 
trade unions in the process, additional paid leave of up to 5 working days in one calendar year needed for quali-
fication. Linking the qualification of the employee with the growth of his wage. Moreover, once again, the parties 
of the agreement have made steps to the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy for the extension of the contract 
clauses of Branch Agreement in all enterprises of the branches. This time, however, we received understanding 
from the government, represented by the Minister of Labour, which with Order from 11 of May 2010 extended 
the BCA to all enterprises of the woodworking and furniture industry in the country. 

The act of extending this BCA is an expression of determination and will of the government, employers and 
trade unions organisations: 
■  to unify the rules and protection of the social and economical rights of all employed in those traditional for  
 our economy sectors; 
■  to combat the informal economy and unfair competition; 
■  to revival the lawfulness and clear rules for employers and employees.

Current Situation and future trends in the woodworking and furniture industry

In the woodworking industry in the first quarter of 2010, an increase of production is observed, compared to 
2009. As mentioned above there is increase of the number of employees and wage growth. In terms of trade the 
trends are to reduce the imports and increase the exports. The reason for this give us the data for export of the 
first half of this year (89.4 million Euro). The domestic sales compared to the first quarter of 2009 are bigger only 
for plywood and wooden packing.
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The production in the furniture industry in the first quarter of 2010 continued to decline. The number of emplo-
yees in 2010 decrease compared to 2009. The data from the first half of 2010 show a trend of liveliness in exports 
of furniture (93.4 million Euro). As regards the imports trend of decrease continues. 
In the first quarter of this year, the main part of the manufactured furniture are exported. The sales of the 
domestic market are about 31% of the furniture produced during this period. The decrease in sales over the 
same period of 2009 is about 16%. 

One of the actions that take the Branch Chamber of Woodworking and Furniture Industry (BCWFI) for recovering 
the furniture industry is launched program with the marketing sign: „Checked Bulgarian Furniture“ certifying the 
Bulgarian origin, legality of the production, product quality, environmental and social responsible conduct of 
the manufacturer. From first of July 2010, ten furniture companies set the marketing sign. The program for 2011 
included new ten. The preconditions for the producers to receive the right to put that sign are if they meet the 
criteria based on three basic dimensions of the concept for sustainable development: economy, ecology and 
social aspects. The companies with this sign are subject to systematic inspections by inspectors of the Branch 
Chamber of Woodworking and Furniture Industry.

Woodworking and furniture industry in Bulgaria is traditionally export-oriented. This is even more necessary in 
the past two years due to shrinking domestic consumption as a result of the crisis.

The employers views for stimulation of exports are by: 
■   continued funding for the participation of Bulgarian companies as exhibitors, as well as the possibility of 
      co-financing by the side of companies and the willingness to participate with much bigger than the
      funding area;
■   strengthening of the financing of the Bulgarian business delegations, as an opportunity to enrich the 
      experience and cooperation with foreign partners; 
■   seeking opportunities to finance the visits of foreign business delegations to the Bulgarian exhibitions
      „World of Furniture“ and „Technomebel“ as an effective form of promoting the export.

A view that for the competitiveness of these sectors is necessary to create a fund for targeted promotion of sci-
entific capacity is imposed. The idea is to create a Centre for transfer of know how and technology which to 
be manage and finance by the state budget, with participation of BCWFI and Bulgarian and foreign companies.

Very important for the recovery of the branches is to simplify the system for applying for EU funds, reducing 
bureaucracy and encouraging the participation of banks, without this to reflect on the quality of control. 

Now it is very important the impact of ongoing reform in forestry on the supply of timber enterprises. Further-
more, timely and on accessible prices supply of the wood raw material is of great importance and has impact on 
the quality of wood. Therefore, employers insist forests in Bulgaria to be certified on 100% within the next five 
years.

Last but not least is the issue with the qualifications of the employees. We hope through the achieved agree-
ments with employer‘s chamber concerning the training and retraining of the personnel and also the extending 
of the Branch agreement and obtaining binding character for all companies in the two industries to achieve 
substantial progress in this area.
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Crisis Barometer
Spotlights about the impacts of the crisis 2008 - 2010 

1. Bulgaria– before global crisis

 Rising development of the Bulgarian economy – after 1997
 Tempo of GDP increasing - over 6 % (in the past 5 years)
 Decreasing of unemployment up to 5,5 % in 2008(the lowest level in EU)
	Growth of direct foreign investments (only in 2005-2007 over EURO 20 milliard)

2. Situation of woodworking and furniture industry before the crisis

 Increasing of productivity;
 Increasing of competitiveness;
	Increasing of the number of the companies;
	Employment growth in the sector.

3. The crisis in the country- from the end of 2008 

 Freezing the new construction
 Shrinking the production
 Unemployment increasing
 Consumption drop
 Narrowing of the foreign investments
 Conservative behavior of the banks

4. Deepening of the crisis in the country

 BIP GDP Drop – 5,8% (as of 09.2009), with prognosis to the end of the year –drop from 6 – 7%
 Drop of the  direct foreign investments – double
 Increasing of the debts between the firms
	Unemployment growth – 10 %

5. Reflection on the wood working and furniture production 

 Sharp decreasing of the wood demands for construction and furniture for hotels and offices and others
 Drop of the furniture and wood products export
 Timid consumption facilitated the realization of the cheep furniture from China and other Asian countries

6. Consequences

 Production drop nearly with 50 %
 Drop of the production realization with almost 50 %
 Decreasing of the prices of the goods (furniture – with about 25 %)
 Close down the activity of the companies– especially small enterprises
 Turn into decreasing working time
 Social expenses limitation
 Decreasing of wages and no regular of payments
 Staff dismissals: 
 ●  in wood working the employees are decreased with 4774 persons (as of 05.2009 compared to 04.2008)
 ● in furniture production the employees are decreased with 6195 persons (compared to the same period)

7. Federation activities

 Timely examination and analyze of the situation in the branches
 Maintaining data base for development of the processes in the branches
 Preparation with the social partners and conclusion agreement for anticrisis measures
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8. Joint activities with the social partners

 Permanent exchange of information
 Looking for decisions of each concrete case
 Joint regular meetings with the management of the Agency of wood for supply of wood for
 firms - achieved decreasing of the tariff tax of wood and implementation of rational regime of sale
 Cooperation for involving in the scheme for reduced working time and subsidized employment of the 
 personnel with 0,5 minimum wage according to the Council of Ministers order № 44 (adopted with the 
 cooperation of the trade unions)
 Agreements with the employers for temporary going out into the labour market
 Dissolution of the contracts with outsourcing firms and undertaken the obligations from the available 
 personal

9. Effectiveness of our activities

 The activities are not enough effective because:
 ●  about 95% of the enterprises are small and  the biggest part of them are not members of the employers  
     associations and they also are not trade union members;
 ●  still we could not implement the right for Branch collective agreement spread (this article of the Labour  
     Code still is not implemented for not a single branch)

10. Expectation of the employers, members of the branch chamber 

 More than 50% expect the increasing of the turnovers in 2009  with 5 to 15 %
 30% expect to preserve the achieved level
 Only 5-6% expect drop
 30% planned to  increase the personnel
 Over 70% planned investments, mainly for technological equipment.

11. Trade Unions in the conditions of crisis insist for

 Changes of the social and labour legislation to adopt only with achieved consensus between social partners
 To increase the measures for fight with the grey economy
 To establish Unified national information system for search and offer of labour force
 Do not allowing decreasing of the wages according to labour contracts
 To enrich the practice for compensation of incomes in case of work in decreasing working time
 The minimum wage for the country to be bind with the poverty line and the average wage for the country
 To increase the vouchers for food
 The state to use own regulatory mechanisms for decreasing of the credits interests
 To undertake measures for protection of the Bulgarian production and for revival of consumption
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Foreign Trade

2008 already brought a drastic decline for the export of wood, wood products and furniture. This trend conti-
nued without hesitation in 2009. Until June, the furniture production decreased by 40%, while the exports were 
lowered by 30%. In the annual balance of 2009, the exports of furniture decreased by 19.8% and that of wood by 
5.1%. In 2009, for the first time, the furniture imports to Bulgaria also decreased: about 36.4% for furniture and 
48.7% for wood products.

Exports of the Wood Industry
The exports of wood and wood products had significantly increased in the last years. The quantitative growth 
for the period 2001 to 2008 came up about 80%. The wood sector account for 1.59% (Status of 2007) of the total 
national exports of Bulgaria. Over one third of the wood exports consists of raw logs. In 2009, most of the wood 
exports went to Greece and Turkey. The developments on the international markets have been very different: 
While the exports to EU-27 countries decreased by a a two digit margin, the exports to non-European foreign 
markets continued to grow even in 2009. In total, these exports increased from 48.5 Million Euro in 2008 to 
65.3 Million Euro in 2009, an increase of about 35%. Especially the wood exports to Turkey (+94%) and 
Macedonia (+48%) have increased significantly in the crisis year of 2009. This might indicate that the position 
and foreign trade economical orientation of the Bulgarian wood industry has become more important in the 
south eastern European region.

Imports of wood and articles of wood
For the period of 2001 to 2008, the volume of wood imports to Bulgaria has steadily increased. The total value of 
wood imports reached its peak of 215 Million Euro in 2008. Within one year‘s time, the wood imports to Bulgaria 
declined by almost 50% until the end of 2009. This massive decrease of imports emphasises the economic 
crisis in the country through the corresponding decrease of demand for wood, especially for the production of 
furniture as the most important purchaser of wood.
The largest share of imports consists of products of the wood material industry. The major import countries are 
Germany, Romania, China and Turkey. In 2009, the EU-27 countries alone imported about 44% less wood and 
wood products to Bulgaria.

Fig. 3   Foreign Trade (Export/Import) in wood/furniture industry  2005 – 2009 (Mill. €)

Source : Eurostat 2010



149,9
164,6

202,3

141,9

95,7

128,8

190,0

110,4

149,6

215,0

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Wood (HS 44)
(Mill. €)

Export Total

Import Total

20 Arbeit und Leben Bielefeld e.V. | IG Metall

Source: Eurostat 2010

Furniture Exports
In the last years, the export of furniture showed a stable upwards development. With a share of 1.71% of the total 
Bulgarian exports, the furniture industry is of great economic importance. The foreign trade balance remained 
slightly positive in 2009, as it was before.
It is estimated that 40% of the Bulgarian furniture production is earmarked for the export, especially to Germany, 
France, Italy, Greece and the US of A. For the two most important purchasing countries, no adjournments 
occurred despite the global crisis.
The harbingers of the economic crisis in Europe were already apparent in Bulgaria in 2008. In that year for the 
first time, the exports to EU-27 countries decreased by about 15% to 136.5 Million Euro. In comparison, the 
export to non-European markets even increased by 5% in 2008. In 2009, the collapse of exports to all European 
and international markets followed. Increasing exports to smaller foreign markets like Croatia (+378%), 
Switzerland (+108%), China (+83%), Armenia (+37%) or Denmark (+28%) could not compensate for the losses on 
the major European markets. 

Furniture Imports
Unlike the exports, the imports of furniture to Bulgaria continued to grow with a total value of 192.7 Million 
Euro (+25.4%) even in 2008. Not until 2009 a massive decrease of almost 40% occurred. The furniture imports 
decreased to a low point of only 122.5 Million Euro.
The decline of imports concerned all important supplying countries: Italy (-39.6%), Poland (-41.3%), Austria 
(-56.5%), Greece (-53.7%), China (-30.3%) and Turkey (-44.1%).With a decrease of imports of ‚only‘ 18.7%, 
Germany was comparatively less affected.
Even though the imports of furniture were almost cut in half in the main year of the crisis in 2009, long term 
expectations indicate a steady growth of furniture imports to Bulgaria. These expectations are also supported by 
the estimation that the construction sector, the services sector and the income of private households will grow 
quickly after the crisis.

Source:  

Federation of Trade Unions Organization in Forestry and Woodworking Industry (FTUOFWI / Bulgaria),  Sector-Update Wood/Furniture 2010

APPENDIX

Wood/Furniture Industry: Statistics for Export/Import 2005 - 2009
Product Definition & Segmentation according to the list of goods for foreign trade statistics, 2010

For the chosen groups of goods, see the list on page  68/69
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Bulgaria:  Export of furniture 2005-2009

Furniture and parts of 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009  Change  2009:2008 Share of
(HS 9401/ 9403) Value  in mlíllion  € abs. % EXTRA-EU TOTAL
EXTRA - EU27 / TOP 5  (Ranking  2009)         

United States 20,24 20,26 20,09 18,97 10,96 -8,01 -42,2% 39% 8%

Russia 0,67 1,09 2,27 4,32 3,39 -0,93 -21,5% 12% 2%

Israel 2,82 2,77 2,49 2,26 1,96 -0,30 -13,3% 7% 1%

Switzerland 0,22 0,47 0,62 0,76 1,58 0,82 107,9% 6% 1%

Armenia 0,00 0,02 0,28 1,02 1,40 0,38 37,3% 5% 1%

TOP 5 23,95 24,61 25,75 27,33 19,29  -8,04 -29,4% 69% 14%

Total EXTRA-EU27 32,10 33,54 35,81 37,48 27,90  -9,58 -25,6% 100% 20%

EU27 - Countries / TOP 10 (Ranking  2009)       INTRA-EU  

Germany 16,57 22,43 24,41 19,80 17,62  -2,18 -11,0% 16% 13%

France 14,40 13,71 18,94 21,64 17,53  -4,11 -19,0% 16% 13%

Italy 17,49 21,64 22,75 23,35 16,81  -6,54 -28,0% 15% 12%

Greece 10,49 11,40 14,76 16,76 12,87  -3,89 -23,2% 12% 9%

United Kingdom 18,37 18,22 20,82 14,99 8,82  -6,17 -41,2% 8% 6%

Sweden 6,97 6,91 8,48 9,10 8,28  -0,82 -9,0% 7% 6%

Czech Republic 0,33 0,53 3,82 7,70 7,20  -0,50 -6,5% 6% 5%

Belgium 5,04 4,02 4,82 4,00 4,15  0,15 3,8% 4% 3%

Austria 5,49 6,80 4,94 1,82 4,13  2,31 126,9% 4% 3%

Poland 4,60 4,01 4,92 4,29 4,04  -0,25 -5,8% 4% 3%

TOP 10 99,75 109,67 128,66 123,45 101,45  -22,00 -17,8% 91% 73%

Total INTRA-EU27 113,14 124,34 141,60 136,43 111,66  -24,77 -18,2% 100% 80%

EXPORT  TOTAL 145,24 157,88 177,41 173,91 139,56  -34,35 -19,8% Source : Eurostat 2010

Bulgaria:  Import fo furniture 2005-2009

Furniture and parts of   
(HS 9401/ 9403)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009  Change  2009:2008 Share of

Value  in mlíllion  € abs. % EXTRA-EU TOTAL
EXTRA - EU27 / TOP 5  (Rangfolge 2009)         

China 4,34 7,16 17,26 28,46 19,81 -8,65 -30,4% 52% 16%

Turkey 8,00 9,73 13,78 17,81 9,95 -7,86 -44,1% 26% 8%

Serbia 0,00 1,02 1,93 1,87 1,39 -0,48 -25,7% 4% 1%

Ukraine 0,90 0,97 1,67 2,34 1,36 -0,98 -41,9% 4% 1%

Indonesia 0,47 0,63 1,56 1,67 0,86 -0,81 -48,5% 2% 1%

TOP 5 13,71 19,51 36,20 52,15 33,37  -18,78 -36,0% 88% 27%

Total EXTRA-EU27 17,93 23,34 40,98 59,61 38,01  -21,60 -36,2% 100% 31%

EU27 - Countries / TOP 10 (Rangfolge 2009)       INTRA-EU  

Italy 19,24 24,04 35,71 39,03 23,57  -15,46 -39,6% 28% 19%

Poland 17,92 26,02 33,54 36,30 21,31  -14,99 -41,3% 25% 17%

Germany 10,91 13,02 18,36 18,81 15,29  -3,52 -18,7% 18% 12%

Austria 1,43 2,07 2,64 9,10 3,95  -5,15 -56,6% 5% 3%

Greece 3,65 4,67 8,20 8,27 3,83  -4,44 -53,7% 5% 3%

Romania 2,84 3,90 4,82 5,13 3,50  -1,63 -31,8% 4% 3%

France 1,11 2,49 3,05 4,25 2,78  -1,47 -34,6% 3% 2%

Spain 1,28 1,74 2,40 3,17 1,86  -1,31 -41,3% 2% 2%

Czech Republic 1,28 2,14 1,75 2,36 1,43  -0,93 -39,4% 2% 1%

Sweden 0,12 0,72 0,98 0,26 1,22  0,96 369,2% 1% 1%
TOP 10 59,78 80,81 111,45 126,68 78,74  -47,94 -37,8% 93% 64%

Total INTRA-EU27 62,96 85,13 116,74 133,12 84,53  -48,59 -36,5% 100% 69%

IMPORT  TOTAL 80,89 108,47 157,72 192,73 122,54  -70,19 -36,4% Source : Eurostat 2010
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Bulgaria:  Export of wood and articles of wood 2005-2009

Wood & articles of wood  
(HS 44)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009  Change  2009:  2008 Share of
Value  in mlíllion  € abs. % EXTRA-EU TOTAL

EXTRA - EU27 / TOP 5  (Ranking 2009)         

Turkey 30,15 33,51 30,57 15,86 30,79 14,93 94,1% 47% 22%

Macedonia 8,49 8,99 29,68 8,75 12,92 4,17 47,7% 20% 9%

Serbia 0,00 3,29 5,32 6,50 5,02 -1,48 -22,8% 8% 4%

Kosovo 0,00 0,00 0,97 1,44 2,25 0,81 56,3% 3% 2%

Algeria 0,71 0,52 2,45 1,54 1,82 0,28 18,2% 3% 1%

TOP 5 39,35 46,31 68,99 34,09 52,80  18,71 54,9% 81% 37%

Total EXTRA-EU27 62,58 65,94 90,49 48,48 65,26 16,78 34,6% 100% 46%

EU27 - Countries / TOP 10 (Ranking 2009)       INTRA-EU  

Greece 41,38 48,37 49,86 49,19 38,02  -11,17 -22,7% 58% 27%

Italy 21,09 23,87 28,77 20,27 18,02  -2,25 -11,1% 28% 13%

Romania 3,86 7,29 13,87 13,56 8,24  -5,32 -39,2% 13% 6%

France 2,78 2,80 2,27 3,38 3,19  -0,19 -5,6% 5% 2%

Germany 2,30 2,44 2,64 3,40 2,58  -0,82 -24,1% 4% 2%

United Kingdom 1,30 2,07 2,79 2,39 1,76  -0,63 -26,4% 3% 1%

Austria 1,63 1,70 1,01 1,24 1,13  -0,11 -8,9% 2% 1%

Cyprus 1,68 2,19 2,15 1,28 0,65  -0,63 -49,2% 1% 0%

Netherlands 1,17 1,61 1,80 1,15 0,61  -0,54 -47,0% 1% 0%

Czech Republic 2,13 1,36 1,25 1,30 0,54  -0,76 -58,5% 1% 0%

TOP 10 79,32 93,70 106,41 97,16 74,74  -22,42 -23,1% 97% 53%

Total INTRA-EU27 87,29 98,70 111,81 101,10 76,68  -24,42 -24,2% 100% 54%

EXPORT   TOTAL 149,87 164,64 202,30 149,58 141,94  -7,64 -5,1% Source:  Eurostat 2010

Bulgaria:  Import of wood and articles of wood 2005-2009

Wood & articles of wood  
(HS 44)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009  Change 2009 : 2008 Share of

Value  in mlíllion  € abs. % EXTRA-EU TOTAL

EXTRA - EU27 / TOP 5  (Ranking 2009)         

China 9,76 15,16 28,79 35,93 11,86 -24,07 -67,0% 36% 11%

Turkey 6,72 9,40 14,54 16,91 10,48 -6,43 -38,0% 32% 9%

Ukraine 2,30 3,12 5,96 6,67 2,95 -3,72 -55,8% 9% 3%

Switzerland 3,31 3,93 4,71 3,94 2,28 -1,66 -42,1% 7% 2%

Russia 0,50 0,65 2,20 1,65 1,28 -0,37 -22,4% 4% 1%

TOP 5 22,59 32,26 56,20 65,10 28,85  -36,25 -55,7% 88% 26%

Total EXTRA-EU27 28,95 39,49 64,37 76,31 32,64  -43,67 -57,2% 100% 30%

EU27 - Countries / TOP 10 (Ranking 2009)       INTRA-EU  

Germany 18,31 27,03 30,99 35,28 19,56  -15,72 -44,6% 25% 18%

Romania 7,68 9,33 14,90 21,24 15,72  -5,52 -26,0% 20% 14%

Austria 8,75 11,66 17,80 18,69 9,46  -9,23 -49,4% 12% 9%

Poland 6,82 8,20 11,41 11,28 6,62  -4,66 -41,3% 9% 6%

Greece 4,63 5,88 10,36 10,04 6,08  -3,96 -39,4% 8% 6%

Czech Republic 3,63 4,70 5,73 6,48 4,33  -2,15 -33,2% 6% 4%

Italy 3,73 5,66 7,50 8,23 4,10  -4,13 -50,2% 5% 4%

Hungary 1,72 1,99 6,06 7,04 3,77  -3,27 -46,4% 5% 3%

France 1,18 1,67 2,24 1,37 1,89  0,52 38,0% 2% 2%

Slovenia 3,13 3,10 4,19 4,67 1,42  -3,25 -69,6% 2% 1%

TOP 10 59,58 79,22 111,18 124,32 72,95  -51,37 -41,3% 94% 66%

Total INTRA-EU27 66,73 89,33 125,60 138,72 77,72  -61,00 -44,0% 100% 70%

IMPORT TOTAL 95,68 128,82 189,97 215,03 110,36  -104,67 -48,7% Source:  Eurostat 2010
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Czech Republic: Sector – Update 2010

(Updated information and data of the sector profile of Czech Republic 2008)

The production value of the Czech furniture industry dropped by 16% to 47.04 Billion CZK in 2009. This is 
the equivalent to 1,8 billion Euro. Already in 2008, the decrease of the production came up to about 6,1%. In 
2009, 31.831 people were employed in the Czech furniture industry (2008: 36.850). This corresponds to a de-
crease of 13.6% in employment (minus 5.019 jobs). In 2009, the furniture exports decreased by 13,3% to 38.5 
billion CZK (2008: 44.4). In Euro, the export value corresponds to 1,24 Billion Euro. The imports to the Czech 
Republic likewise decreased by 12% to 22,5 Billion CZK (874 Million Euro). 

In 2009, the economy in the Czech Republic and its growth was under the stress of the ongoing global crisis. It 
was the pure economy growth in Euro zone (EA 12) reflected by the drop in the gross domestic product (GDP) 
and the turbulence on financial markets that had the most impact on the economy in the Czech Republic. In 
2009 as compared to 2008 there was a significant drop of GDP in the Czech Republic, namely a year-on-year de-
crease by -4.1 %. The deteriorating development of the global economy influenced the basic economy trends in 
the Czech Republic - which is significantly oriented on export – to such extent that the year 2009 was the worse 
from the prospective of the GDP growth since the existence of the independent Czech Republic, i.e. since 1993. 

All available signs indicate that it will probably not be possible to decrease the growth of the
unemployment in the Czech Republic in 2010. As compared to 2009, the growth of the unemployment can in-
crease according to the estimates by 1.4 %. Only in 2011, one can expect a moderate improvement, i.e. by 0.6 % 
year-on-year. Dropping employment rate will have impact on the worsening income situation in households and 
so also on the consumption growth. In the Czech Republic, the GDP growth should be supported by the genera-
tion of gross capital and mainly by the balance of foreign trade in 2010. In 2011, GDP growth should be based on 
both domestic final use and balance of foreign trade.

Contribution of the wood/furniture sector to the overall development of Czech economy

In the Czech Republic the market with timber, wooden products and furniture is in terms of GDP contribution 
significantly smaller as in the past. In the Czech economy, the wood consumption is so low that it cannot be 
compared with countries which established the EU or with other developed countries. The use of wood in the 
Czech Republic amounts to the quarter of the use in Austria. In Finland, Sweden and Norway up to 70 % of all 
products used in construction are wood and wooden products; in Austria it ranges from 15 to 20 % and in the 
Czech Republic the figure cannot be even taken into account, as it reaches less than 2 %.

In 2009, processing industry as such recorded a year-on-year decrease of the growth of industry production by 
13.4 %, revenues by 12 %, employment rate by 11.3 % and labour productivity by 0.8 %. 

Also wood-processing industry showed a drop of production indices. In 2009, the wood-processing sector re-
corded a year-on-year decrease of the growth of industry production by 10.9 %, revenues by 4.5 %, employment 
rate by 7.4 %, however, the added value per employee was increased by 2.9 %. 

In 2009, the furniture industry recorded a year-on-year decrease of industry production by 15.6 %, revenues by 
9.5 %, employment rate by 11.7 %, the added value per by 15 % but the labour productivity increased by 2.5 %. 
The year-on-year decrease of the growth dynamics of indices such as revenues and employment rate was recor-
ded by all branches of the processing industry.  

Furniture Industry

Production and sales. In 2007, revenues for the sale of manufactured goods and services in the sector amounted 
to EUR 2.18 billion and were almost EUR 122 million higher than in 2006. The increase in furniture sales reflected 
the upsurge in construction activities in the Czech Republic virtually in all categories. Book value added rose by 
1.2% in 2007/2006, and by almost 53% in the period 2000–2007.
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In 2009, the production value of the Czech furniture industry dropped by 16% to 47.04 billion CZK.  This is the 
equivalent to 1,8 billion Euro. Already in 2008, the decrease of the production came up to about 6,1%.  

Fig. 1   Furniture Industry:  Development of production 2003 - 2009 (millions CZK)

Source: Ministry of industry and trade / eigene Ergänzungen

It is a positive feature for the Czech Republic that the economy of the trade is slowly improving. The sector would 
benefit from a more massive entry by foreign investors, as well as foreign contacts and closer cooperation. In 
this respect, it will be important for Czech companies to successfully present themselves in fairs and exhibitions 
especially abroad, and conclude contracts there. The prospects of the sector also depend on the extension of 
business contacts and cooperation not only on the EU internal market, but also in relation to third countries, 
especially with a focus on the Russian Federation.

Structure of the branch (Enterprises and employment)

Structure of Companies. By its nature, the furniture industry of the Czech Republic is a sector of small and 
medium-sized enterprises. There are about 20 firms in the category of companies with more than 250 emplo-
yees. Approximately 400 companies rank in the category of medium-sized enterprises (25 – 250 employees). The 
remaining ones of the total of some 2 000 firms belong to the category of small and micro enterprises.

The Czech Republic’s territory is home to the operation of many family firms that were established at the be-
ginning of the 20th century and there are also a number of multinational companies which appreciate both the 
quality of the labor force and the advantageous location of the country. In all, the Czech Republic has registered 
more than 500 producers with ten and more employees.

Employment. In 2009, 31.831 people were employed in the Czech furniture industry (2008: 36.850). This cor-
responds to a decrease of 13,6% in employment (minus 5.019 jobs). Some 80 000 people are employed in the 
supply sector meeting the needs of this industry and furniture retail. The number of employees in the sector has 
been declining since 2001 as a result of increasing competition and rising productivity of labour. Despite a drop 
in the number of furniture industry employees, productivity in the furniture making sector is constantly rising.
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Fig. 2   Employees in the Czech furniture industry 2000-2009

Source: Ministry of industry and trade / eigene Ergänzungen 

International Competitiveness 

In an international comparison of competitiveness, the results of foreign trade in furniture have shown signi-
ficant progress in recent years. Compared with neighbouring Austria or Germany, labour productivity derived 
from value added has improved, and the Czech Republic is now at about 70% to 75% of the level in these lea-
ding EU countries.
It is an interesting fact that the Czech Republic produces more furniture annually than Austria, Portugal, or Fin-
land. An increase in competitiveness depends on further investment in modern but financially intensive techno-
logies.

The comparative advantages of suppliers from the Czech Republic are especially the high quality of the final 
products and their ability to supply required quantities of products at a given time. This is due to the existing 
modern manufacturing capacities of the furniture industry. Priorities include the ever growing attention to furni-
ture design, and following the latest design trends. Emphasis is laid on the high use value of furniture, including 
the latest ergonomic and health trends.

Investment incentives do not exist in the sector, no application has been filed in the recent years. There are about 
20 companies with foreign participation in the sector without any support by an investment incentive, which 
was provided by the CzechInvest Agency in the form of grants. The volume of tangible investment in the branch 
is low and ranks among the smallest compared with other sectors of the manufacturing industry, despite the 
fact that modern machine technologies are of great significance, enable producers to achieve very good functio-
nal parameters of products, top quality and high labour productivity. Besides the technical side, due attention is 
also paid to furniture design. 

Developments in wood industry 

The wood-based sector suffered a heavy blow in 2009 in the Czech Republic. This is reflected by the drop of the 
demand for timber, furniture and other wooden products, and fast increase of the costs, decrease of the average 
conversion of raw timber, decrease of income followed by reduction of budgets and by closing-down wood-
based enterprises and by significant drop of employment.

After the significant drop of economy trends within the development of the forest management in 2008, the 
growth was not recovered in 2009. However, the drop of development dynamics was slowed down to a certain 
extent, the non-improving demand for timber resulted in decreased harvest, namely by -4.2 % year-on-year in 
2009.
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The employment showed a decrease by -10.7 % as compared to 2008, in private sector even by 15.3 %. In 
2009, the average monthly salaries in forest management dropped by -11.2 % year-on-year as compared to the 
average in industry and by -12.6 % year-on-year as compared to the average of the entire Czech economy. This 
resulted in stagnation and in the entities growing weaker to such an extent that several entities had to reduce 
their business activities and a high number of them had to terminate their business.

The recorded drops within forest production and the related decrease in production and the
economy loss caused by this development influenced also the wood-processing industry in the Czech Repub-
lic; in 2009 the processing industry had a negative impact on the GDP. As for unemployment the influence was 
essential. Significant decrease of employment and termination of operation, which prospered in the past, was 
devastating mainly for regions with less developed industry. In such regions, the SME are the most common 
ones and the income of local people is almost exclusively dependant on job openings. Therefore, the impacts on 
the wood-based sectors, mainly saw mills, were so crucial in 2009.

Perspectives of the Furniture Sector

In the last years, the sector has managed to increase the labour productivity. Thus, the comparativeness of the 
Czech producers has increased both on the interior and the export markets.

On the other hand, the furniture industry finds itself under pressure due to cheap imports from Poland and Chi-
na. The biggest threat are the growing number of imports from Asia and China. On the long term, the furniture 
industry has to invest more into technologies, research and development and has to improve the capabilities of 
qualified jobs for the alumni of higher education institutions to act successfully on the global market.

The living standard in the Czech Republic as like as Central Europe steadily increases and therefore the 
customer’s demands towards the quality of furniture products. The average life cycle becomes shorter. In the 
Czech Republic it currently comes up to 16 to 18 years.

On the other hand, the furniture production is a sector which is strongly influenced by the construction of living 
space. As for 2011, a new increase of investment in construction is prognosed.

In total, the employment rate in the furniture industry can become stable on the current level or slightly incre-
ase. Prerequisites for this is an increase of the purchasing power and increasing consumption of private estates 
as well as a revivification of the construction industry. The availability of qualified staff members focussing on 
design, production technologies, marketing and distribution will be of great importance for the competitiveness 
of the Czech furniture enterprises. 

Perspectives of the Wood Sector

For the woodworking industry with its comparatively labour productivity a significant decrease of employment 
is very probable. From 2008 to 2010 up to the 18% of the existing jobs in the woodworking industry could be 
lost. This is a much more significant decrease than the prognosis for the complete productive industry.

The woodworking industry is coined by a low capital intensity. The renewal of aged technical equipment will 
lead to a reduction of the workforce. The prerequisites for the employees’ qualification will increase as the staff 
will have to work with the new technologies. Likewise, the structure of the wood industry’s products will change. 
It is expected that the shift in demand from the current preference of cheap products, e.g. saw products, towards 
more demanding products like timber wood construction, veneers or chipboards.

These changes require an increased competence as well as a higher degree of involvement of the staff into the 
production processes. The demand for employees who are competent in new production procedures and who 
can apply this knowledge for the introduction of new labour processes and products, will therefore likely increa-
se.
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Foreign Trade with wood, wood products and furniture

Furniture Industry. The share of annual furniture exports make up to about 90% of the inland production. Like-
wise, 90% of the exports go to the industrial countries and likewise 80% of these went to the EU-27 countries. 
The furniture industry thus contributes significantly to a positive foreign trade balance of the Czech economy.
In 2009, the Czech furniture products dropped for the first time in years, by –17,1% to 1.423 billion Euro. The 
Czech imports of furniture of furniture decreased by –13,4% to about 865 Million Euro. Almost 50% of the Czech 
furniture exports go to Germany. The export markets in France and Belgium showed the strongest decrease with 
–27% and –39% respectively. The share of exports to non-EU countries comes up to 6%.

Fig. 3   Foreign Trade with Wood and Furniture (Export – Import) 2005 – 2009 (Mio Euro)

Source: Eurostat 2010

A comparative development occurs for the imports. Most furniture imports come from Germany, Poland and 
Denmark. The share of imports from outside the EU-27 comes up to 20%. This basic regional tendency for the 
import and export shows a clear dominance of the European market and will remain important for the coming 
years.

Imports of furniture into the Czech Republic become more and more important. As such, the value of imported 
furniture has increased from 672 Million Euro in 2005 to about one billion Euro in 2008. The most important im-
porters are Poland (286 Mio. Euro) and Germany (232 Mio. Euro). These are also the two countries with the largest 
decrease of exports to the Czech Republic.
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Wood Industry. In 2008, the wood industry had very good foreign trade results. The values of exports  were 
twice as high as those of the imports, creating a surplus of about 613 Million Euro. Thus, the sector continued to 
create a significant share of the foreign trade balance of the Czech Republic in this crisis year of 2009. In 2009, 
the Czech Republic exported wood and wood products (without furniture) in the value of 1.22 Billion Euro. Com-
pared to the previous year, this was a decrease of 10.6%.

The crisis in 2009 led to a drastic decrease of  wood and wood products imports to the Czech Republic, coming 
up to almost 70%. From the EU-27 alone, about 53% less have been imported. The most significant drops of 
imports occur again for Germany (-40%) and Slovakia (-35%).

Sources:

Trade Union of the workers in woodworks forestry and water industries in the Czech Republic(OS DLV), Sector-Update Wood/Furniture 2010
Czech Furniture Industry and Interiors, Supplement of Czech Business and Trade 03-04/2009
UN Economic Commission for Europe Timber Committee, Sixty- eighth session 11th and 12th October 2010, Geneva, MARKET STATEMENT OF THE 
CZECH REPUBLIC

APPENDIX

Wood/Furniture Industry: Statistics for Export/Import 2005 - 2009
Product Definition & Segmentation according to the list of goods for foreign trade statistics, 2010

For the chosen groups of goods, see the list on page  68/69
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Czech Republic:  Import of Furniure 2005-2009

Furniture & Parts thereof 
(HS 9401/ 9403)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009  Change 2009 : 2008 Share of
Value / Million € abs. % EXTRA-EU TOTAL

EXTRA - EU27 / TOP 5  (Ranking 2009)         

China 22,69 32,53 47,15 54,40 43,42 -10,98 -20,2% 45% 5%

Korea (Republic of ) 0,26 0,46 0,41 4,27 11,78 7,51 175,9% 12% 1%

Malaysia 4,24 5,28 5,99 7,15 5,37 -1,78 -24,9% 6% 1%

Serbia 0,30 0,54 0,48 1,30 5,22 3,92 301,5% 5% 1%

Ukraine 0,46 0,63 1,51 2,85 4,12 1,27 44,6% 4% 0%

TOP 5 27,95 39,44 55,54 69,97 69,91  -0,06 -0,1% 73% 8%

Total EXTRA-EU27 46,90 58,41 80,52 106,03 96,07  -9,96 -9,4% 100% 11%

EU27 - Countries / TOP 10  (Ranking 2009)       INTRA-EU  

Poland 197,74 243,88 291,73 321,95 285,70  -36,25 -11,3% 37% 33%

Germany 199,19 224,42 244,58 279,80 232,12  -47,68 -17,0% 30% 27%

Slovakia 39,97 47,65 54,99 57,98 58,80  0,82 1,4% 8% 7%

Italy 49,41 55,08 54,56 56,03 41,48  -14,55 -26,0% 5% 5%

Austria 34,81 42,38 41,46 50,08 39,09  -10,99 -21,9% 5% 5%

France 11,95 14,81 14,51 19,19 22,53  3,34 17,4% 3% 3%

Romania 15,11 18,18 10,86 21,77 20,54  -1,23 -5,6% 3% 2%

Slovenia 13,90 21,50 13,80 9,20 9,87  0,67 7,3% 1% 1%

United Kingdom 10,25 8,35 13,41 13,53 9,71  -3,82 -28,2% 1% 1%

Netherlands 6,42 8,45 9,42 12,76 9,33  -3,43 -26,9% 1% 1%

TOP 10 578,75 684,70 749,32 842,29 729,17  -113,12 -13,4% 95% 84%

Total INTRA-EU27 624,68 728,95 797,89 893,14 769,57  -123,57 -13,8% 100% 89%

IMPORT   TOTAL 671,58 787,36 878,41 999,17 865,64  -133,53 -13,4% Source: Eurostat 2010

Czech Republic:  Export of Furniture 2005-2009

Furniture & Parts thereof 
(HS 9401/ 9403)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009  Change 2009 : 2008 Share of
Value / Million € abs. % EXTRA-EU TOTAL

EXTRA - EU27 / TOP 5  (Ranking 2009)         

United States 33,74 27,02 28,29 27,71 15,16 -12,55 -45,3% 18% 1%

Russia 4,74 8,69 13,59 16,09 12,23 -3,86 -24,0% 14% 1%

Switzerland 10,58 9,98 12,34 14,01 11,61 -2,40 -17,1% 14% 1%

India 5,02 12,08 10,95 11,24 10,93 -0,31 -2,8% 13% 1%

China 1,92 1,95 1,89 2,90 5,34 2,44 84,1% 6% 0%

TOP 5 56,00 59,72 67,06 71,95 55,27  -16,68 -23,2% 65% 4%

Total EXTRA-EU27 84,57 95,15 108,47 119,35 84,46  -34,89 -29,2% 100% 6%

EU27 - Countries / TOP 10  (Ranking 2009)       INTRA-EU  

Germany 651,34 659,61 705,37 721,55 636,84  -84,71 -11,7% 48% 45%

United Kingdom 204,16 188,86 166,13 141,83 128,55  -13,28 -9,4% 10% 9%

Slovakia 62,89 77,91 94,31 123,64 119,12  -4,52 -3,7% 9% 8%

France 54,34 62,29 65,32 133,19 105,83  -27,36 -20,5% 8% 7%

Poland 47,36 58,52 75,59 87,29 68,91  -18,38 -21,1% 5% 5%

Belgium 134,36 122,16 122,11 104,27 65,17  -39,10 -37,5% 5% 5%

Sweden 56,33 61,52 62,97 60,55 52,08  -8,47 -14,0% 4% 4%

Austria 67,31 68,23 59,82 68,33 45,04  -23,29 -34,1% 3% 3%

Spain 21,38 22,13 45,86 47,33 35,40  -11,93 -25,2% 3% 2%

Netherlands 25,56 29,04 35,27 34,49 21,72  -12,77 -37,0% 2% 2%

TOP 10 1.325,03    1.350,27 1.432,75 1.522,47 1.278,66  -243,81 -16,0% 95% 90%

Total INTRA-EU27 1.374,79 1.416,50 1.506,58 1.597,87 1.339,23  -258,64 -16,2% 100% 94%

EXPORT  TOTAL 1.459,36 1.511,65 1.615,05 1.717,22 1.423,69  -293,53 -17,1% Source: Eurostat 2010
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Czech Republic:  Import of Wood and Articles of wood 2005-2009

Wood & Articles of wood
(HS 44)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009  Change 2009 : 2008 Share of

Value / Million € abs. % EXTRA-EU TOTAL

EXTRA - EU27 / TOP 5  (Ranking 2009)         

Russia 16,41 17,16 19,19 20,98 17,25 -3,73 -17,8% 33% 3%

Ukraine 9,34 8,58 11,11 11,61 8,62 -2,99 -25,8% 17% 1%

China 6,36 9,17 11,67 11,80 8,55 -3,25 -27,5% 16% 1%

Indonesia 2,40 2,98 4,24 4,12 2,99 -1,13 -27,4% 6% 0%

United States 3,25 3,08 4,38 3,82 2,68 -1,14 -29,8% 5% 0%

TOP 5 37,76 40,97 50,59 52,33 40,09  -12,24 -23,4% 77% 7%

Total EXTRA-EU27 50,10 55,22 67,67 69,04 52,02  -17,02 -24,7% 100% 9%

EU27 - Countries / TOP 10  (Ranking 2009)       INTRA-EU  

Germany 157,99 172,50 201,65 202,77 162,56  -40,21 -19,8% 29% 27%

Slovakia 68,68 74,70 88,87 117,74 152,49  34,75 29,5% 28% 25%

Austria 67,39 72,82 94,54 100,51 86,70  -13,81 -13,7% 16% 14%

Poland 45,59 54,56 61,70 63,88 69,37  5,49 8,6% 13% 11%

Hungary 12,55 11,70 15,26 17,86 13,88  -3,98 -22,3% 3% 2%

Netherlands 13,86 19,91 24,85 26,61 11,12  -15,49 -58,2% 2% 2%

Belgium 6,64 7,37 11,19 11,28 9,16  -2,12 -18,8% 2% 2%

Italy 8,76 6,55 7,07 8,49 7,28  -1,21 -14,3% 1% 1%

France 6,63 5,94 9,14 9,17 5,87  -3,30 -36,0% 1% 1%

Sweden 5,96 5,52 6,04 6,64 5,21  -1,43 -21,5% 1% 1%

TOP 10 394,05 431,57 520,31 564,95 523,64  -41,31 -7,3% 95% 87%

Total INTRA-EU27 425,21 463,05 556,78 604,97 552,15  -52,82 -8,7% 100% 91%

IMPORT  TOTAL 475,31 518,27 624,45 674,01 604,17  -69,84 -10,4% Source: Eurostat 2010

Czech Republic:  Export of Wood and Articles of wood 2005-2009

Wood & Articles of wood
(HS 44)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009  Change 2009 : 2008 Share of

Value / Million € abs. % EXTRA-EU TOTAL

EXTRA - EU27 / TOP 5  (Ranking 2009)         

Switzerland 10,67 12,01 14,45 17,45 19,12 1,67 9,6% 18% 2%

Australia 9,96 9,65 13,36 15,21 13,99 -1,22 -8,0% 13% 1%

Japan 9,96 7,98 9,60 11,59 12,16 0,57 4,9% 11% 1%

Serbia 4,06 9,45 12,71 14,99 9,65 -5,34 -35,6% 9% 1%

United States 56,76 34,74 23,81 12,50 9,53 -2,97 -23,8% 9% 1%

TOP 5 91,41 73,83 73,93 71,74 64,45  -7,29 -10,2% 59% 5%

Total EXTRA-EU27 121,52 114,90 130,50 125,68 108,90  -16,78 -13,4% 100% 9%

EU27 - Countries / TOP 10  (Ranking 2009)       INTRA-EU  

Germany 316,53 352,50 392,83 398,48 376,62  -21,86 -5,5% 34% 31%

Austria 237,60 282,76 285,19 294,56 276,44  -18,12 -6,2% 25% 23%

Slovakia 57,90 78,30 106,60 127,21 101,73  -25,48 -20,0% 9% 8%

Italy 71,97 98,86 114,17 105,50 93,47  -12,03 -11,4% 8% 8%

Hungary 26,59 33,66 40,46 46,67 61,75  15,08 32,3% 6% 5%

Poland 27,55 47,59 50,26 65,32 57,66  -7,66 -11,7% 5% 5%

Slovenia 5,55 9,56 24,88 25,42 24,60  -0,82 -3,2% 2% 2%

Netherlands 22,96 25,84 31,55 34,47 15,56  -18,91 -54,9% 1% 1%

United Kingdom 20,01 28,09 34,22 23,65 15,17  -8,48 -35,9% 1% 1%

France 11,26 11,99 15,43 14,13 13,27  -0,86 -6,1% 1% 1%

TOP 10 797,92 969,15 1.095,59 1.135,41 1.036,27  -99,14 -8,7% 94% 85%

Total INTRA-EU27 889,44 1.069,76 1.224,88 1.236,33 1.108,12  -128,21 -10,4% 100% 91%

EXPORT  TOTAL 1.010,96 1.184,66 1.355,38 1.362,01 1.217,02  -144,99 -10,6% Source: Eurostat 2010
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Germany: Sector – Update 2010
(Updated Information and Data for the Sector Pofile Germany of 2008)

Germany is the second largest producer of furniture and the biggest inner market for furniture in Europe. In 
addition, no country in Europe imports as much furniture as Germany. The imports have increased steadily 
in the last years and have reached a value of 8.3 Billion Euro in 2008. The German wood / furniture industry 
is tightly linked to the European economic space. About 70% of all furniture exports remain within the larger 
European area (EU-27, and including Switzerland, Norway, Russia and Turkey). The effects of the crisis on 
the European economy has therefore a particularly heavy impact on this industrial sector which is strongly 
dependent on private consumption. The global economic crisis has intensified and accelerated the sector’s 
structural change. This has led to a drastic decline of the economic performance and the massive loss of jobs 
in 2009/2010.

Sector Development until 2008

Developments of Products and Sales. 10% of all furniture produced in the EU27 originate in German produc-
tion. Only Italy produces more furniture. After several years of decreased production with a low point in 2004 
(17.1 Billion Euro), the production performance continuously increased up to 19.2 Billion Euro in 2007. 2008 
bought again a slight decrease, with the result that the production value dropped again below the 19 Billion 
Euro margin.

The wood industry (without furniture)as well has shown a continuous upwards trend. In 2007, it reached the 
peak value of 15.2 Billion Euro. This economic situation already ended in 2008. In the course of the year, sales 
dropped by 860 Million Euro. In comparison to 2006, this was a drop of 5.6%. This business decrease on the
exterior market was twice as high on the exterior markets (-9.8%) than on the interior market (-3.8%).

The long term turnover development for furniture shows a comparable development. This sector reached a low 
point as well in 2003. Since then, the turnover has significantly increased – even in the already complicating 
business situation in 2008. In comparison to the previous year, sales grew once more by 4.9% to a new peak in 
years of 17.41 Billion Euro in 2008.

A comparison of the last years emphasizes that the sales of furniture within the country had continuously lower 
growth rates than business on foreign markets. The market for furniture in Germany has not significantly grown 
in the last years. In comparison to the economic data of 2000/2001, it even shrank by 585 Million Euro. Thus, the 
increase of sales of the furniture sector resulted mostly of the significantly increase of exports. In comparison to 
2000, the German furniture exports have increased by about 2.3 Billion Euro until 2008. This corresponds to a 
growth rate of roundabout 64%.

The German furniture producers compete both on an inner-European and global level, whereby the pressure 
due to cheaply producing competitors from abroad has increased. The European furniture market becomes 
more narrow and the increase of market shares becomes more and more difficult. The economic long-term 
orientation of the furniture sector is thus critically affected by the insufficient growth rate of the interior market.



32 Arbeit und Leben Bielefeld e.V. | IG Metall

Tab. 1  Sector Data of the Wood and Furniture Industry 2000 - 2007 (enterprises with 50 or more employees) 

Furniture Industry Unit 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Companies Number 564 561 555 548 533

Employees Number 91.753 92.070 94.346 90.872 87.813

Production 2005=100 107,3 109,6 107,0 91,6 91.6

Productivity 2005=100 106,2 107,6 103,2 95,7 97,4

Sales Billion Euro 15,96 16,75 17,41 15,43 15,53

thereof: sales abroad Billion Euro 3,92 4,63 4,88 4,17 4,23

thereof: sales inland Billion Euro 12,04 12,11 12,52 11,26 11,30

Export quota % 24,6 27,7 28,1 27,0 27,2

Wood Industry (without furniture) Unit 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Companies Number 420 431 438 420 403

Employees Number 59.257 60.904 60.872 57.432 55.190

Production 2005=100 107,0 105,7 103,3 90,9 97,6

Productivity 2005=100 105,0 100,9 99,9 95,5 103,4

Sales Billion Euro 14,03 15,18 14,32 12,48 13,71

thereof: sales abroad Billion Euro 3,95 4,72 4,25 3,54 3,89

thereof: sales inland Billion Euro 10,08 10,46 10,06 8,95 9,82

Export quota % 28,2 31,1 29,7 28,3 28,4

Source: Statistisches Bundesamt, IGM, HDH/VDM 

Enterprises and Employment: Since the turn of the millennium, the wood / furniture sector is object to an unli-
mited replacing competition about location, shares of sales and markets. This has led to significant restructuring 
occurrences through location closings, replacement of production capacity, and personnel reductions. At the 
same time, the market leaders have strengthened their position through fusions, relocation to the (eastern) 
European foreign countries and increasing export capacities. 

According to the official statistics, the wood and furniture sector included 968 enterprises (with 50 or more 
employees) in total, with a total of 154.218 employees. Despite increasing production and sales, the number of 
producing enterprises decreased by a quartet (25.31%) between 2000 and 2008. It was possible to hinder the 
negative trend for jobs for the first time in years in 2007/2008. In these two years, the sector as a whole showed 
an increase of employment by about 4,200 jobs. This was an increase of 2.8%.

The Wood /Furniture Industry in the Crisis Year 2009

For the wood and furniture industry, he global economic crisis is the greatest economic challenge in the last 
years. The economic decline resolved quickly and within a short time span, and effected all partial sectors of 
the wood and furniture industry. The combined effect of the crisis of the financial markets, the cyclic economic 
slump and a sectoral structural crisis in the wood and furniture industry has led to a significant decline of the 
economic performance and a decrease of employment.

Compared to the peak values of 2007 with sales in the worth of 15.2 Billion Euro, sales in the wood industry 
(without furniture) already plummeted in 2008. In the end of 2008, with 14.3 Billion Euro, the annual sales had 
decreased by 5.5% in comparison to the previous year. This decrease continued in all sub-sectors of the wood 
industry in 2009. The total decrease in December 2009 came up to about 13 %. With a total sales volume of about 
12.5 Billion Euro, sales in 2009 were almost 2 Billion Euro lower than in 2006.
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Source: Statistisches Bundesamt / IGM

The economic results of the crisis hit the furniture industry one year later than the wood industry. For 2008, 
sales for the furniture sector increased in total despite the already decreasing numbers of the 3rd and 4th 
quarter of the year; the total sales volume increased by 3.9% to 17.4 Billion Euro. The trade balance in the first 
semester of the crisis year 2009 already looked different: Over the course of that year, sales in all branches of the 
furniture industry decreased by roundabout 11.5% to only 15.4 Billion Euro. As such, the sales volume dropped 
to the level of 2006.

The various sub-sectors of the two industries were effected differently by the crisis: In the wood industry, the 
wood packaging industry showed the most significant impact with a decrease of 25.4%. In the furniture industry, 
the sales of office and shop furniture were effected the most with 15.6%. For both sectors, the sales on the 
exterior markets were more affected than the inland sales. 

Fig. 2   Development of Sales in the Wood Industry in 2009 (sorted after subsectors) 

Source: HDH/VDM, Wirtschaft Kompakt, März 2010

Fig. 1

Development of Sales in the wood and furniture  

industry 2006 - 2010

(in Billion € / 2010 = preliminary Values)
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Fig. 3   Development of Sales in the Furniture Industry in 2009 (sorted after subsectors)

Source: HDH/VDM, Wirtschaft Kompakt, März 2010

Despite these drastic declines of sales in 2009, the crisis-related decrease in the wood and furniture industry had 
a less significant than in many other industrial branches – especially machine construction and the automobile 
industry. One reason for this might be that the wood and furniture industry achieves a majority of its sales on the 
interior market. As such, the inland business has fared better than the exports despite the decreased consumpti-
on of private households. And therefore, the future development of the  buying power and consume behaviour 
of the populace are essential for the sector.

With the decrease of sales and the lowered capacity utilization, production has dropped significantly, from 83% 
in October 2008 to only 78% in April 2009. The capacities of January 2009 were only achieved again in June 2010. 
This lack of capacity utilisation underlines the economic impact of the crisis: About one quarter of all sector 
companies’ capacities remained unused in 2009.

Fig. 4  Furniture Industry: Capacity Utilisation in % of full capacities

Source. Möbelkultur 05-2009 /  EUWID Möbel04.06.2010
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The crisis has reached the labour market. In the beginning of 2009 at the latest, the economic crisis has reached 
the German labour market. Between November 2008 and March 2009, the total unemployment in Germany 
increased by 0.6 Million to 3.59 Million. In February 2010, it had reached a 3.64 Million Margin. The labour volume 
has decreased since 2008, which has also let to a clearance of labour time accounts, the layoff of temporary wor-
kers and the release of temporary labour contracts. 

Employment security through reduced working hours. The most important measure to secure jobs in Germany 
have been the legal reduction of working hours. In Summer 2009, about 1.5 Million employees were employed 
in reduced working hours. The monthly statistic of the federal labour agency about the applications for the re-
duced working hours mirrors the course of the economic crisis in the enterprises. In the wood industry as well as 
the furniture industry, February and March 2009 were the months with the highest number of new applications. 
At the same time, these were the months with the largest decrease of sales. In march 2009alone, the number 
of new applications in both sectors to about 500 companies in total and the number of affected employees to 
14.100. In July, there was the first significant decrease of reduced working hours.

Fig. 5   Wood and Furniture Industry:  Monthly applications of reduced working hours  October 2008 – July 2009

Source: Statistik der Bundesagentur für Arbeit, Arbeitsmarkt in Zahlen 2009

Despite the labour political “stopping lines” from the legal reduced working hours, a massive decrease of 
employment in the industrial sector as a whole, including the wood and furniture sector.

Source: Statistisches Bundesamt / IGM

Fig. 6 

Development of the Employment  2005 – 2010

(companies with more than 50 employees)



36 Arbeit und Leben Bielefeld e.V. | IG Metall

Between the end of 2008 and 2010, about 12.200 jobs were lost in both partial sectors. According to this , 
employment in the furniture sector dropped by 6.533 jobs, and by 5.682 jobs in the wood sector.

Measures of Companies and Trade Unions to Secure Employment

In many enterprises, there have been company agreements for the regulation of the lack of work through the 
clearance of labour time accounts, the company-specific implementation of the reduced working hours and 
individual measures such as dissolution contracts, implementation of part-time employment prior to retirement 
and early entry to retirement.
The problems of the company measures for employment security will remain significant in 2011. This demands 
from trade union and company-based employee interest representatives that the instruments of security, like 
the continuation of the reduced working hours in all available variations, abandonment of extra hours, company 
regulations to reduce the weekly work load will be continued.

The current strategies and demands of the trade unions for the now apparent period of economic recuperation 
include:
•  Company agreements for the preservation of jobs
• Creation of new jobs instead of temporary employment
• Abandonment of extra hours for the benefit of hiring new staff members
• Primary regard for the staff members laid off during the crisis

In the medium term, it will become necessary that the economical and employment political consolidation of 
the sector is flanked by structural measures.

Overview:  What follows the crisis?
Fields of activity for companies and trade unions for the resolution of the crisis

•  Reorganisation of production with company-specific concepts for the future
•  More regard for structural components instead of a sole focus on the sales 
•  Maintaining the know-how in the companies and secure quality  
•  Reorganisation and strengthening of production on the particular locations (“Insourcing”)
•  Innovation for products and processes (e.g. improvement of qualities, materials, functionalities, design, 
 resources, and energy efficiency)
•  Investments for the maintenance and restructuring measures of locations 
•  An improvement of the perspective of the market requirements: further development of the customer 
 orientation, improvement of services and product-related services.

Developments of the Foreign Trade

Wood Industry (without furniture). Germany fulfils the leading role in the EU27 both for the export and the 
import of wood and wood products. In 2008, Germany had a share of about 20% of the total interiour market of 
all EU27 imports. In the opposite direction, 15.4% of all inner-European exports originate in Germany. The con-
sequences of the economic crisis for the most important customer industries in the construction and furniture 
sector have led to a decrease of export performance for the wood industry. In 2009, German producers of wood 
and wood products (without furniture exported goods in the value of 6.2 Billion Euro. The sales on the exterior 
markets were 18.6% lower than in 2008. The exports to countries outside of the EU decreased by 17.7% from 
1.89 Billion to only 1.55 Billion Euro. The most significant decrease occurred for the exports to the US of A 
(-46.1%) and to Russia (-45.2%). For the trade within the interiour market of the EU, exports decreased by 18.3% 
and came up to only 4.57 Billion Euro (compared to 5.59 Billion Euro in 2008).
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Fig.  7   Development of Foreign Trade 2005 – 2009 (in Million €)

Source: Eurostat 2010

In 2009, the imports to Germany decreased by 6.3% in comparison to the previous year. On the level of value, 
this was a decrease by 346 Million Euro to 5.12 Billion Euro. Almost two thirds of all imports originate in the Euro-
pean neighbour countries  most of them from Austria (710 Mi. Euro) and from Poland (642 Million Euro) 
with a market share of 26% together.

Furniture Industry. The German furniture market is the biggest within the EU27 with a value of roundabout 22 
Billion Euro in 2008. As such, it is almost twice as large as the next follow-up, the Italian furniture market. In 2008, 
Germany exported furniture in the total value of 8.47 Billion Euro. Due to the crisis, the furniture exports decre-
ased by 17% in 2009. With 18.1%, the exports within Europe were more effected than the exports to countries 
outside of Europe (-13.8%).

The market orientation of the German furniture exports have not changed in the ongoing events of the crisis. 
In 2009, the EU27 continued to be the most important sales region for German furniture. The most important 
export countries for Germany are France (998 Million Euro), the Netherlands (818 Million Euro) and Switzerland 
(739 Million Euro) on the first three ranks, followed by Austria (756 Million Euro) Great Britain (459 Million Euro) 
and Belgium (440 Million Euro).

In 2009, Furniture in the value of 7.5 Billion Euro were imported to Germany. That have been 10.1 % less than in 
2008. Nonetheless, Germany remained the largest furniture importing country in the EU27 in 2009. With a share 
of 21%, corresponding to a value 1.59 Billion Euro, Poland was the largest furniture importer on the German mar-
ket, followed by China with 955 Million Euro. The next important importing countries are Italy (674 Million Euro), 
the Czech Republic (573 Million Euro) and Austria (336 Million Euro).
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The Development of the Foreign Trade shows: the German furniture industry has traditionally been compa-
ratively weak on exports. In comparison to other industries and consumption goods, the export share of the 
furniture produced in Germany is very low  with only about 27%. In the next years, a qualified growth strategy 
and a stable balance for both inland and exterior markets will become more important. 

There are three essential reasons for this:

(1) The EU27 is the largest market for  produced furniture in the world and Germany is the most important 
exporting country in the European Union. Almost 70% of the furniture exports from Germany are delivered to 
other countries in the European Union. When non-EU member states in Europe such as Norway, Switzerland, 
Russia and Turkey are included in this list, the export performance within Europe increases to almost 80%. The 
annual growth rates of the interior EU markets for the German position at least tend to decreases every year.

(2) The dominance of German producers on the European market is weakened through the growing import 
concurrence from outside the EU27. Especially the annually increasing furniture import from eastern and south-
eastern member states to western Europe and therefore the major markets of the German furniture producers 
increase the pressure on the market and the sales potential for furniture of German production. Today it beco-
mes obvious that it will become more and more difficult to increase export performances on the EU27 interior 
market.

(3) In a EU country comparison, the German furniture producers are significantly underrepresented on non-
European markets. Only a very small share of 15% of all exports are sold on the global market – an on this level, 
especially in the US of A. In comparison to Italy and the Scandinavian countries, the export activities of the Ger-
man producers to non-European countries are underdeveloped. In the central fields of activities, like branding, 
quality, delivery and customer services, degree of brand awareness, distribution networks, image and so on, the 
European concurrence have “traditionally” been better positioned on important non-European markets. The  
German furniture industry therefore has to face the challenge that both quality and services as well as  
distribution and marketing have to improve.

In the sense of the sector-political perspective this means that the consolidation of the crisis in Europe and the 
tight market connection especially in western Europe that the crisis-related slump of exports will be compen-
sated within short notice. The decreased export performance of the German furniture sector and the sales crisis 
within the EU27 will remain to be a factor of risk of the sector political development in Germany.

Sources:
Metal Workers‘ Union / IG Metall Vorstand Frankfurt,  Sector-Update Wood/Furniture 2010
Arbeit und Leben Bielefeld / IG Metall, Im Sog der Krise – Die Branche Holz/Möbel im Krisenjahr 2009
HDH/VDM, Wirtschaft Kompakt, März 2010
Bundesagentur für Arbeit, Arbeitsmarkt in Zahlen 2009

APPENDIX

Wood/Furniture Industry: Statistics for Export/Import 2005 - 2009
Product Definition & Segmentation according to the list of goods for foreign trade statistics, 2010

For the chosen groups of goods, see the list on page  68/69
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Germany:  Export of furniture 2005-2009

Furniture & Parts 
thereof (HS 9401/ 9403)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 Change  2009:2008 Share of

Value / Million € abs. % EXTRA-EU TOTAL

EXTRA - EU27 / TOP 5  (Ranking 2009)        

Switzerland 634,77 681,29 735,23 766,61 738,61 -28,00 -3,7% 39% 10%

United States 251,54 275,17 323,97 318,44 253,33 -65,11 -20,4% 14% 4%

Russia 115,78 159,56 197,82 240,10 149,46 -90,64 -37,8% 8% 2%

China 68,83 72,22 99,48 102,69 120,98 18,29 17,8% 6% 2%

Norway 25,60 31,00 39,62 51,54 50,45 -1,09 -2,1% 3% 1%

TOP 5 1.096,52 1.219,24 1.396,12 1.479,38 1.312,83 -166,55 -11,3% 70% 19%

Total EXTRA-EU27 1.530,84 1.753,17 2.015,23 2.174,55 1.873,82 -300,73 -13,8% 100% 27%

EU27 - Countries / TOP 10 (Ranking 2009)      INTRA-EU  

France 698,31 827,64 971,82 1137,69 997,60 -140,09 -12,3% 19% 14%

Netherlands 854,28 945,38 1014,00 991,36 818,18 -173,18 -17,5% 16% 12%

Austria 657,91 711,27 795,07 822,82 755,93 -66,89 -8,1% 15% 11%

United Kingdom 516,34 562,67 669,28 614,15 459,35 -154,80 -25,2% 9% 7%

Belgium 471,82 467,69 510,98 500,14 440,38 -59,76 -11,9% 9% 6%

Italy 212,65 279,15 303,35 332,66 265,58 -67,08 -20,2% 5% 4%

Spain 259,72 300,11 343,10 317,62 238,82 -78,80 -24,8% 5% 3%

Poland 150,43 217,43 248,74 281,38 207,39 -73,99 -26,3% 4% 3%

Czech Republic 209,34 229,72 270,05 261,61 189,09 -72,52 -27,7% 4% 3%

Sweden 114,28 143,21 161,45 176,49 159,44 -17,05 -9,7% 3% 2%

TOP 10 4.145,08 4.684,27 5.287,84 5.435,92 4.531,76 -904,16 -16,6% 88% 64%

Total INTRA-EU27 4.724,77 5.349,76 6.114,51 6.299,58 5.161,75 -1.137,83 -18,1% 100% 73%

EXPORT  TOTAL 6.255,61 7.102,93 8.129,74 8.474,13 7.035,57 -1.438,56 -17,0% Soruce:  Eurostat 2010

Germany:  Import of furniture 2005-2009

Furniture & Parts thereof 
(HS 9401/ 9403)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 Change  2009:2008 Share of

Value / Million € abs. % EXTRA-EU TOTAL

EXTRA - EU27 / TOP 5  (Ranking 2009)        

China 519,78 622,55 817,22 904,82 955,21 50,39 5,6% 43% 13%

Switzerland 215,39 232,35 275,97 301,11 257,08 -44,03 -14,6% 11% 3%

Turkey 158,23 169,66 211,54 231,10 197,21 -33,89 -14,7% 9% 3%

South Africa 250,95 239,88 221,54 209,31 161,59 -47,72 -22,8% 7% 2%

Vietnam 83,61 90,89 114,37 135,23 120,43 -14,80 -10,9% 5% 2%

TOP 5 1.227,96 1.355,33 1.640,64 1.781,57 1.691,52 -90,05 -5,1% 76% 23%

Total EXTRA-EU27 1.709,18 1.833,04 2.164,62 2.341,89 2.235,91 -105,98 -4,5% 100% 30%

EU27 - Countries / TOP 10 (Ranking 2009)      INTRA-EU  

Poland 1.655,18 1.712,99 1.723,63 1.648,02 1.558,31 -89,71 -5,4% 30% 21%

Italy 793,73 796,51 789,36 767,94 673,86 -94,08 -12,3% 13% 9%

Czech Republic 480,40 585,87 632,79 674,32 572,54 -101,78 -15,1% 11% 8%

Austria 475,07 524,31 481,79 462,51 335,98 -126,53 -27,4% 6% 4%

Hungary 227,19 304,74 350,89 363,48 320,06 -43,42 -11,9% 6% 4%

Denmark 441,74 395,03 407,04 323,54 315,28 -8,26 -2,6% 6% 4%

France 227,10 250,36 270,53 282,91 215,98 -66,93 -23,7% 4% 3%

Slovenia 326,88 364,78 361,14 318,40 212,38 -106,02 -33,3% 4% 3%

Slovakia 150,54 154,20 209,15 235,18 208,40 -26,78 -11,4% 4% 3%

Netherlands 258,61 230,13 230,46 217,10 207,98 -9,12 -4,2% 4% 3%

TOP 10 5.036,44 5.318,92 5.456,78 5.293,40 4.620,77 -672,63 -12,7% 88% 62%

Total INTRA-EU27 5.730,31 6.020,85 6.156,31 5.991,47 5.258,95 -732,52 -12,2% 100% 70%

IMPORT  TOTAL 7.439,49 7.853,89 8.320,93 8.333,36 7.494,86 -838,50 -10,1% Soruce:  Eurostat 2010
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Germany:  Export of wood and articles of wood 2005-2009

Wood & articles of wood 
(HS 44)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 Change  2009:2008 Share  of
Value / Million € abs. % EXTRA-EU TOTAL

EXTRA - EU27 / TOP 5  (Ranking 2009)        

Switzerland 379,26 457,57 488,91 491,27 480,11 -11,16 -2,3% 31% 8%

United States 627,97 587,25 430,95 253,70 136,78 -116,92 -46,1% 9% 2%

Russia 128,26 135,04 178,80 235,55 129,17 -106,38 -45,2% 8% 2%

China 88,66 97,53 101,62 89,23 78,57 -10,66 -11,9% 5% 1%

United Arab Emirates 15,93 22,98 44,58 74,42 61,89 -12,53 -16,8% 4% 1%

TOP 5 1.240,08 1.300,37 1.244,86 1.144,17 886,52 -257,65 -22,5% 57% 14%

Total EXTRA-EU27 1.781,25 1.952,41 1.984,42 1.886,86 1.552,25 -334,61 -17,7% 100% 25%

EU27 - Countries / TOP 10 (Ranking 2009)      INTRA-EU  

Austria 663,71 835,22 876,28 840,26 793,18 -47,08 -5,6% 17% 13%

France 541,67 626,50 788,75 783,23 655,38 -127,85 -16,3% 14% 11%

Netherlands 396,57 468,67 649,67 587,41 501,64 -85,77 -14,6% 11% 8%

Italy 439,12 532,79 575,60 494,82 419,63 -75,19 -15,2% 9% 7%

Poland 275,43 272,51 394,92 468,07 325,20 -142,87 -30,5% 7% 5%

Belgium 276,82 290,76 404,43 385,44 312,09 -73,35 -19,0% 7% 5%

United Kingdom 329,00 380,47 512,33 383,34 293,00 -90,34 -23,6% 6% 5%

Spain 207,17 233,95 281,71 230,22 194,11 -36,11 -15,7% 4% 3%

Denmark 221,96 271,11 286,70 257,10 192,42 -64,68 -25,2% 4% 3%

Czech Republic 133,07 158,40 217,35 227,27 182,02 -45,25 -19,9% 4% 3%

TOP 10 3.484,52 4.070,38 4.987,74 4.657,16 3.868,67 -788,49 -16,9% 85% 63%

Total INTRA-EU27 4.146,42 4.804,55 5.997,07 5.592,33 4.567,50 -1.024,83 -18,3% 100% 75%

EXPORT  TOTAL 5.927,67 6.756,96 7.981,49 7.479,19 6.119,75 -1.359,44 -18,2% Soruce:  Eurostat 2010

Germany:  Import of wood and articles of wood 2005-2009

Wood & articles of wood 
(HS 44)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 Change  2009:2008 Share of

Value / Million € abs. % EXTRA-EU TOTAL

EXTRA - EU27 / TOP 5   (Ranking 2009)        

China 195,25 242,48 333,88 315,66 280,37 -35,29 -11,2% 22% 5%

Switzerland 174,09 204,68 231,09 210,42 187,38 -23,04 -10,9% 14% 4%

Russia 218,07 290,21 339,51 227,66 184,59 -43,07 -18,9% 14% 4%

Indonesia 128,64 149,83 130,58 118,91 108,29 -10,62 -8,9% 8% 2%

United States 133,42 142,18 139,49 107,04 87,70 -19,34 -18,1% 7% 2%

TOP 5 849,47 1.029,38 1.174,55 979,69 848,33 -131,36 -13,4% 65% 17%

Total EXTRA-EU27 1.321,26 1.540,28 1.774,67 1.505,61 1.296,38 -209,23 -13,9% 100% 25%

EU27 - Countries / TOP 10  (Ranking 2009)      INTRA-EU  

Austria 566,05 657,47 736,05 741,01 710,30 -30,71 -4,1% 19% 14%

Poland 465,50 558,40 618,30 611,10 641,68 30,58 5,0% 17% 13%

Czech Republic 208,60 277,41 336,42 357,05 387,14 30,09 8,4% 10% 8%

Netherlands 204,83 261,08 292,27 293,77 275,10 -18,67 -6,4% 7% 5%

France 219,06 251,46 279,12 266,62 261,00 -5,62 -2,1% 7% 5%

Sweden 225,77 291,20 296,61 276,15 258,21 -17,94 -6,5% 7% 5%

Belgium 193,84 252,23 291,29 244,88 222,97 -21,91 -8,9% 6% 4%

Finland 255,35 278,53 284,94 284,97 183,79 -101,18 -35,5% 5% 4%

Italy 161,69 163,69 184,20 180,83 163,65 -17,18 -9,5% 4% 3%

Denmark 154,17 160,00 173,04 137,61 139,58 1,97 1,4% 4% 3%

TOP 10 2.654,86 3.151,47 3.492,24 3.393,99 3.243,42 -150,57 -4,4% 85% 63%

Total INTRA-EU27 3.181,92 3.736,33 4.114,15 3.958,71 3.822,00 -136,71 -3,5% 100% 75%

IMPORT  TOTAL 4.503,18 5.276,61 5.888,82 5.464,32 5.118,38 -345,94 -6,3% Soruce:  Eurostat 2010
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Italy: Sector – Update 2010
(Updated information and data on the industry profile of Bulgaria 2008)

The international economic and financial crisis has left clear marks on the Italian furniture market. Sales for 
manufacturers in furniture production fell noticeably in 2009, down 15 % to just over Euro 17 billion. It was 
the global export strength of the Italians that was their undoing. The prospects are only modestly better for 
2010. Continuing weak domestic demand is operating together with foreign markets that are only slowly 
recovering. The Italian market research institute CISL1 is predicting a further 2,6 % decline in sales in 2010.

In 2009, Italian households spent around Euro 11,4 billion on new furniture, which was close on 11 % less 
than in 2008. This reversal can be attributed primarily to the difficult international economic situation, to a 
deterioration in the climate of confidence for families, and to the reduced income available to families and 
businesses. 

Situation and impact of the economic crisis on woodworking and furniture industry in 2009/2010

Companies in the furniture industry, as operating in a mature market and producing durable goods, whose 
purchase can be postponed, were affected by the crisis to a greater extent than other sectors did. At the end 
of the year 2010, the available data allow to predict a slight increase both in the internal market and external 
demand. These values are still very small; actually they do not cover the losses in the last two years, but they are 
certainly a first encouraging sign, although in the second half the growth has already begun to appear slower. 

Production and Consumption

After the fall of 2009, 2010 will end with a modest increase in production of furniture in constant prices (+1.5%). 
This is the result of increased sales and of an early recovery in stocks even though at very low values. This 
increase is definitely not sufficient to restore the pre-crisis levels of production and even to give breath to the 
companies after the previous two years’ drops.

Fig. 1   Production of furniture in Italy 2004-2010* (in billion €)

Source: Holz-Zentralblatt, European Woodworking 2010  and own additions (2010)
*) Preliminary data for 2009 and 2010

The supply is stimulated predominantly by the positive trend of foreign demand and some signal also comes 
from domestic demand. Italian firms seem to be able to resume foreign trade that characterized the first half of 
2010 and have been able to find some chink in the domestic market too. Since the second half of 2009, com-
panies’ expectations have, in fact, increased again. Companies’ confidence rose from 64.4 in the first quarter of 
2009, to 86,2 of the third quarter of 2010. 
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The improvement is mainly due to the recovery of foreign orders and short-term expectations on production 
levels, inventories have instead stabilized well below normal values. 
According to the quarterly survey on production capacity, in the third quarter of 2010, the worked hours are 
growing together with the degree of utilization of the manufacturing industries. This phenomenon also affects 
the furniture industry. 

2010 the production segment of office furniture is one for which there is the worst development. This sector al-
ready in 2009, was particularly impressed by the rapid deterioration of business confidence and credit tightening 
policies by banks, which have resulted in a sharp decline in investment in capital goods and therefore a decline 
in the portfolio both domestic and foreign orders. 

Among other sectors, upholstered furniture is still suffering from the crisis largely because of the decline in 
foreign demand. The situation of kitchen furniture is a bit better because until the end of the year it will enjoy
the purchase incentives; moreover other home furniture has been improving in foreign demand. 

After a really negative 2009, with declines in sales in the markets of advanced economies (Western Europe and 
USA), which represent the bulk of Italian exports of furniture, both in the markets of emerging countries such as 
Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, Romania, Poland, Saudi Arabia, 2010 shows a recovery of sales in foreign markets 
for the industry.

Italian exports are increasing in France, UK, Germany and even in the United States, while they are diminishing 
in Russia, the Netherlands and Greece. The increase in productivity is even more relevant because there is a 
decrease in average unit values that affects sales outside the EU. The depreciation of the euro recorded in the 
first half of the year and the efforts in terms of price restraint will therefore enable the companies to close the 
year with an increase in exports by 3.7% in constant prices. Not all furniture segments of the aggregate will 
benefit of an increase in exports: kitchen furniture and office furniture in particular will not take advantage of 
the recovery in foreign demand.

Fig. 2  Domestic consumption of furniture In Italy 2004 – 2010*  (in billion €)

Source: Holz-Zentralblatt, European Woodworking 2010  and own additions (2010)
*) Preliminary data for 2009 and 2010

In 2010 limited signs of a recovery are to be observed even on the domestic demand. On the domestic market, 
the increase was driven by different reasons such as government incentives granted to the kitchen furniture 
sector, a low rate of sector inflation and a stop of the fall in disposable income of families who had deferred 
purchases during the period of crisis and  were finally able to make postponed purchases, thanks to a more signi-
ficant use of consumer credit. In addition, a more effective communication campaign on the part of the 
distribution allowed  the promotion fielded by the industry to gain more visibility. There remain, however, 
concerns about employment trends and future disposable income and uncertainty about the duration of the 
recovery. These factors have enabled an increase in furniture consumption purchase of only 1, 4% at constant 
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prices. The largest increase was recorded by the sector of kitchen furniture and it was due to the government 
incentive for the purchase of kitchens into force from April 2010 until the end of the year.  
In 2010 the need to maintain competitiveness in foreign markets and not to restrain a still very weak domestic 
demand contributed to an increase in production prices by around 0.3%, despite pressure on prices of energy 
inputs and the main raw materials and increased operating costs.

THE USE OF THE REDUNDANCY FUND IN THE WOOD/FURNITURE SECTOR

The interventions of layoff (ordinary, extraordinary, notwithstanding) in wood and furniture companies, leave no 
doubt about the extent of the difficulties that the sector is still coping with. In September, the authorized hours 
of layoff and redundancy fund (ordinary, extraordinary, notwithstanding) in the furniture sector are still at very 
high levels (38.744.465) and leave no doubt about the extent of the difficulties that the sector is still undergoing.

Taking into consideration the period from January to October and comparing it to 2009, the total authorized 
hours of guaranteed wage fund record an increase of 103%. This increase is the result of extraordinary growth of 
300%, in the layoff, of 676% in derogation and a decrease of 20% in notwithstanding. 

In 2009 authorized hours of redundancy fund for the timber sector saw an increase of 363% rising to the value 
4,622,377 in December (+824% in December 2009 over December 2008). 

The January to October data show a new slow growth (103% or 4,194,266 authorized hours). This increase is 
the result of extraordinary growth of 300%, in the layoff, of 676% in derogation and a decrease of 20% in not-
withstanding. The regions that have made greater use of this tool are Veneto and Lombardy, with more than 1 
million total hours of redundancy fund in October (respectively 26% and 25.5% of Italy). Veneto has used more 
notwithstanding redundancy fund (69% of authorized hours), while Lombardy has mainly used an extraordinary 
redundancy fund (82%). 

COMPANIES INVESTMENTS

Investments in machinery. Acimall investment in machinery, the association of Italian manufacturers of wood-
working technology, shows that the economic crisis had a significant impact on the Italian woodworking machi-
nery. Compared to 2008, production and exports fell by 42%, with declines in all major target markets, both in 
Europe and beyond. The downward trend is also evident on the domestic market: sales in Italy and the apparent 
consumption dropped by more than 40%, imports by 37.5%. The first half of 2010 shows important signs of 
recovery in terms of orders from domestic and foreign market. Between April and June they were up respectively 
64% and 83% from the previous quarter, while revenue has positively jumped to 70.5%. 
The recovery was supported by the so-called Tremontiter law, which entered into force June 30, 2010. This facility 
provides for the tax avoidance of profits which have been reinvested in machinery. In particular the value of 
investments made in the period between 01.07.2009 and 30.06.2010will be excluded from the imposition of 
income tax IRES 50%. A failure in extending incentives to 31 December 2010 has contributed to slow the recove-
ry in the third quarter, although the numbers remain positive. Between July and September 2010 foreign orders 
and the domestic market grew respectively by 26% and 39%.

Investment in promotion and design. Analysis undertaken by CSIL on a sample of Italian firms producing furni-
ture shows a drastic reduction in investment in 2009. Investment sales are confirmed in the first place, with 53% 
of total investments, followed by investment in machinery (24%) and design (almost 21%). Compared to 2008 
the investments in the promotion for the kitchen and office sectors rose to a record of more than 50%. On the 
contrary, the investments decreased by 13% in the intrados, with a 48% share of total investment in the sector to 
the benefit of the investments in design, which increased from 27% to 36%.
Investment in machinery are decreasing in each sector. It is also declining the percentage that investments 
represent on the total company’s turnover. Between 2008 and 2009 they have decreased from 6.1% to 4.6% 
on average, a reduction of 1 and a half points, distributed on all types of investment. In particular, the share of 
revenues devoted to investment in promotion loses about 1, 5%, from 3.2% to 2.4% for machinery and it is spent 
on average 1, 1% of turnover ( against 1, 6% in 2008) and for the design, only 0.9% (compared with 1, 3% a year 
earlier).
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Oeconomic trends in 2010 

The forecasts are based on changes in sectoral econometric model developed by scientists and recently updated 
CSIL who employs more than 800 series of quarterly database of CSIL, scenarios formulated by the major Euro-
pean institutions and international statistical and economic analysis and industry information acquired by CSIL 
through periodic interviews with business operators, retailers and consumers (more than 2,000 interviews each 
year).  

The forecast made in November 2009 were based on the hypothesis that

•   In 2010 the resumption of the global economy’s grow would be driven by Asian countries. However, the 
recovery was slow, particularly in developed countries, where growth rates remain well below potential. 
•  The job market had not yet recorded all the negative effects of recession and unemployment continues to 
grow. Moreover the unusually high level of deficits and public debt in many countries would put the issue of 
debt sustainability, and some countries began to pursue a less expansionistic policy.
•  Central banks not to proceed with a rise in interest rates before the second half of 2010 not to further aggra-
vate public budgets. 
•  The recovery in domestic demand, primarily from Asian countries contributed to a resumption of internatio-
nal trade, but not enough to compensate for the drop recorded in 2009. 

These assumptions about economic world were almost entirely supported by the data recorded and projected 
for 2010. For the Italian case, Prometeia stated that in 2010 the Italian economy does not deviate much from the 
performance of the other countries of the Economic Monetary Union except for a few tenths of a point ahead of 
inflation.
The GDP after the fall of 4.9% was expected to grow by 0.5%. Thanks to a debt level below that of many other 
countries, the presence of social safety nets and the fall of prices of some products, household spending would 
hold up better than other crisis sectors and in 2010 it would be able to record a +0, 3% at constant prices. Unem-
ployment would continue to grow and household disposable income in real terms would remain on the levels of 
2009. In this context the families would not increase their propensity to consume.

For what concerns the other components of domestic demand, after the sharp decline in the current year total 
investment would submit in 2010 the first signs of a  slow and weak recovery, in part supported by the Tre-
montiter incentives and the improvement in the general economic climate. The investments in capital goods 
would begin to show positive growth rates, while the buildings were put forward a new year with a drop of 1% 
at constant prices. In terms of foreign demand in 2010 Italian exports of goods would show a recovery (+3.2%), 
benefiting from the expected recovery in world demand. The slight recovery in domestic demand would cause 
an increase in imports (+2.7%). 

Actually the results estimated for the entire Italian economy for 2010 are more positive than expected in Novem-
ber of last year and even the furniture sector has seen increases in supply and demand although they are of low 
intensity. The recovery projected for the second half of 2010 has already started, allowing the industry to benefit 
from an increase in both domestic and foreign demand (the latter helped by government incentives in a relevant 
sector: kitchen furniture). 

Perspectives for furniture sector in  2011/2012

The year 2011 will be another difficult year for Italian companies in the industry. For the Italian economy should 
envisage a decline in the rate of growth, in line with a global scenario in which international trade and the GDP 
of developed countries show a slowdown. It is estimated, therefore, a decrease in the sector compared to 2010, 
which will result into a change in the furniture production by 0.9% in constant prices. This value is explained 
either by a foreign demand which is arrested by the performance of Italy‘s major trading partners and by the 
level of the euro dollar exchange rate and by the dynamism of domestic consumption (+0.8%), restrained from 
employment and a sceptical picture of the economic situation of families. 
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In 2011 it is expected that families will continue to conduct very careful in spending decisions and will pay grea-
ter attention to value for money. Positive news is coming from household disposable income in real terms, which 
finally returns in the range of positive growth but below 1%. 

In addition, the sector will still bare the consequences of a housing market that has only a cautious recovery in 
sales, while investments in residential construction are decreasing in 2010 and they will present the first signs of 
recovery only in 2011. 

In 2011, domestic demand will support a new growth of imports that will increase by 8%, thanks to the 
strengthening of the euro. 

As regards exports, the slowdown in 2011 that will characterize the global scenario and the strong euro, will have 
implications on sales of consumption as furniture is. 

Tab. 1   Furniture sector forecast, 2006-2012 (Annual percentage change)

Percentage change at constant prices

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Production 2,2 0,2 -4,2 -15,7 -2,6 0,9 1,4

Domestic consumption[1] 2,3 -1,3 -3,6 -10,8 -1,3 0,8 1,6

Export 3,9 4,9 -5,6 -22,8 -3,7 2,6 2,9

Import 13,8 15 -7,7 -17,1 -1,8 8,0 8,9

Net exports 3,2 2,2 -5,3 -24,2 -5,2 1,0 0,8

Percentage change

Production prices 1,7 2 3,1 0,9 0,3 0,8 1,0

Source: Official data CSIL; 2006-2009 final balances; 2010 CSIL pre-balance; 2011-2012 CSIL forecast
Note: [1] Total value of production and imports less the value of exports

The demand expressed by developing countries will present more signs of a stronger recovery that Italian com-
panies must be prepared to intercept, while the countries of the so-called advanced economies will less contri-
bute to the export’s growth. 

On the base of these considerations, in 2011 it is expected an overall growth in exports, by 2.6% at constant pri-
ces. It is due both to a decrease in the rate of growth in furniture domestic consumption in the main destination 
markets of advanced economies (Western Europe and the USA) and to a better outlook for emerging countries’ 
consumption. 
For single sectors, the more positive changes will be recorded by other home furniture and the exports of kit-
chen furniture and office will though weakly return to grow. 

For what concerns prices, in 2011 the moderate growth of energy prices and raw materials and the decrease in 
wages will result in an increase by 0.8% in furniture costs’ production. 

In 2012 it is expected a stronger growth in international trade that will improve the foreign demand, while the 
domestic demand will remain weak but positive. This will lead to a growth of 1, 4%. 

The results of the two-year forecast does not permit a recovery of pre-crisis levels of production and exports will 
also struggle to reach 2007 values.
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Oeconomic forecast for 2011/2012

The forecast for 2011/2012 are based on the progress of the Italian economy described in Table 2.2 and the 
assumptions related to the macro world in 2011: 

•  In 2011 the world economy should continue to grow but at a slower rate than 2010. There will be a significant 
persistent gap between the growth of developed countries (which will be low) and that of emerging countries 
(which, although lower than in 2010, will be at high levels). 
•  The process of recover from the effects of the crisis on advanced economies will continue for some years and 
also the labour market will make further adjustments although falls in employment’s rate will be likely to occur. 
The high level of deficits and public debt in many countries will lead to a return of anti-cyclical policies with 
negative effects on the strengthening recovery in developed countries. 
•  The growth of domestic demand, primarily from emerging markets, will contribute to the growth of internati-
onal trade in 2011, but at an almost halved rate compared to 2010 (+ 6,8% instead of + 12,9%).

Tab. 2   Italy: Macroeconomic framework, 2009 – 2012  (Percentage change)

 2009 2010 2011 2012

EU GDP (27 Countries) -4 1,8 1,1 1,4

EUM GDP (16 Countries) -4 1,8 1,1 1,2

Italy GDP -5,1 1,1 0,8 1,1

Disposable income at constant prices -2,5 -0,4 0,7 0,8

General index of industrial production -18,2 5,9 1,8 2

Total employment rate -2,6 -1,8 0,2 0,7

Household spending -1,8 0,5 0,8 0,8

Investment in machinery and equipment -16,8 6,9 3,8 4,7

Investment in construction -7,9 -3,3 -0,6 0,4

Export of goods -19,4 7,9 4,5 5

Import of goods -13,1 6,3 4,2 4,6

Goods’ Balance (millions of Euro at current prices) 1.748 -3.917 -244 4.743

General index of consumer prices 0,8 1,6 1,4 1,8

General index of production prices -5,4 3,1 1,1 1,7

Per capita industry wage 3,1 4 1,9 2

Propensity to save of households 11,4 10,6 10,5 10,5

Long-term interest rate, annual average rate 4,3 3,9 3,9 4,1

Short-term interest rate, annual average rate 1,2 0,7 1,2 1,6

Source: Fmi, Ocse, Prometeia 

For Italy, Prometeia (Econometric Forecasting Association) states that in 2011the growth will cyclically level off, 
as it is already noticeable in recent months not only in our country but also in other European economies. The 
strengthening of the euro against the dollar and high debt will make the way out of the crisis even longer for 
Italy. In 2010 Italy is experiencing lower growth rates than the average of the Euro countries. 

After an increase of 1, 1% budgeted at closing 2010, GDP is expected to rise by 0.8% in 2011. Household spen-
ding will provide a positive contribution to GDP growth, although it will be conditioned by the weakness of the 
labour market. Unemployment continues to rise (employment will decrease) and household disposable income 
in real terms rises of 0.7%. In this context the propensity for consume of households, tends to remain on the le-
vels of 2010. Considering the other element of domestic demand, total investments will weakly recover in 2011. 
The recovery will be closely linked to export performance and companies’ ability of rearranging their production 
skills.  Investments in capital goods will show positive growth rates and also construction outlines a slower 
decline in constant prices in 2011.
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In terms of 2011 foreign demand, the strengthening of the euro and the slowdown in global demand will lead 
to a deceleration in the growth rate of Italian exports of goods (+4.5% vs. +7.9 in 2010). The improved terms of 
trade due to the strong euro will sustain imports’ growth by 4.2%. 

The scenario shows a rather high uncertainty which makes difficult an assessment of economic prospects for the 
short to medium term. 

Concerns about issues of public debt in Ireland and other European countries and the implementation of more 
restrictive fiscal policies in Europe, are undermining the confidence of consumers and companies and are 
shaking the market exchange rate with euro and dollar in continuous oscillation. 
It is therefore very difficult to determine the future level of exchange rate at the time of writing (November 
2010), there are different opinions on the future appreciation of the euro. 
This variable affects the estimates of Italian furniture exports as it affects almost half of the outflows.

Foreign Trade 2009  (Export / Import)

No recovery in exports 2009. Italian furniture exports for 2009 totalled Euro 7,1 billion, or just over 22 % below 
the figure for the previous year. France remains the most important sales market for Italian furniture (17 % of 
total exports over the period January to July 2009), followed by Germany (12 %) and the UK (9 %). Around 8 %
of exports go to Russia and 5 % to the USA.

Compared to the previous year, export sales to Germany and France fell by 10% in each case. On average, 
though, the drop in sales for Italian exporters to European markets was significantly higher than that. With the 
exception of Belgium and Switzerland the Italians lost a good quarter of all sales in other European countries. 
In the UK and Spain, the drop in sales was as high as 30%. The Italians also suffered reverses in sales to the USA, 
Russia, the Ukraine and the United Arab Emirates. The export share enjoyed by the Italian furniture industry 
remains high, but is falling compared to the previous year from 45,2 % to 41,9 %. 

The growth in production capacities in the threshold countries is leading to over-supply as demand stagnates, 
with negative effects on manufacturers profitability. The forecasts for the global trade in furniture for 2010 speak 
a slight upturn in growth following the severe reversal which sales slump by 20% in 2009.
There will be clear increases, of the order of 6%, in the Indian and Chinese markets. The Russian market is expec-
ted to be up 3%, and growth – of 1% - is also expected in the USA and Canada.

Furniture imports have fallen strongly in 2009. Given the strong decline in domestic demand, Italian furniture 
imports also fell significantly in 2009, down 14 % to Euro 1,52 billion. The negative trend in domestic demand for 
2010  will not be capable of supporting a dynamic upturn in imports, even though the first, modest signs of that 
upturn are set to be seen over the course of the year. China is the most important furniture supplier country in the 
Italian market, ahead of Germany.

Sources:

Italian Trade Union for workers in building and other industries (FILCA-CISL), Sector-Update Wood/Furniture 2010
Holz-Zentralblatt, European Woodworking 2010

APPENDIX

Wood/Furniture Industry: Statistics for Export/Import 2005 - 2009
Product Definition & Segmentation according to the list of goods for foreign trade statistics, 2010

For the chosen groups of goods, see the list on page  68/69
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Italy:  Export of furniture  2005-2009

Furniture & Parts 
thereof (HS 9401/9403)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009  Change  2009:2008 Share of
Value / Million € abs. % EXTRA-EU TOTAL

EXTRA - EU27 / TOP 5  (Ranking 2009)         

Russia 505,93 625,71 717,87 846,31 562,17 -284,14 -33,6% 19% 8%

United States 890,84 765,86 757,38 589,72 419,33 -170,39 -28,9% 15% 6%

Switzerland 336,68 369,41 380,72 375,28 346,12 -29,16 -7,8% 12% 5%

United Arab Emirates 87,81 97,70 133,87 197,42 129,37 -68,05 -34,5% 4% 2%

Ukraine 100,43 124,66 163,91 189,58 128,09 -61,49 -32,4% 4% 2%

TOP 5 1.921,69 1.983,34 2.153,75 2.198,31 1.585,08  -613,23 -27,9% 55% 22%

Total EXTRA-EU27 3.136,36 3.306,37 3.599,52 3.733,45 2.886,23  -847,22 -22,7% 100% 40%

EU27 - Countries / TOP 10 (Ranking 2009)       INTRA-EU  

France 1.231,18 1.302,51 1.369,67 1.356,51 1.177,81  -178,70 -13,2% 27% 16%

Germany 1.003,74 1.031,26 1.021,20 961,63 849,84  -111,79 -11,6% 20% 12%

United Kingdom 1.103,06 1.133,64 1.134,42 952,08 637,98  -314,10 -33,0% 15% 9%

Spain 417,34 455,72 507,58 425,87 276,61  -149,26 -35,0% 6% 4%

Belgium 245,29 252,04 276,37 266,09 245,08  -21,01 -7,9% 6% 3%

Greece 187,57 212,43 260,37 258,18 198,87  -59,31 -23,0% 5% 3%

Netherlands 174,44 185,50 197,28 186,19 141,92  -44,27 -23,8% 3% 2%

Austria 166,58 173,89 219,88 196,12 141,80  -54,32 -27,7% 3% 2%

Sweden 81,76 90,61 100,59 90,13 69,20  -20,93 -23,2% 2% 1%

Poland 60,21 69,15 88,86 98,24 68,93  -29,31 -29,8% 2% 1%

TOP 10 4.671,17 4.906,75 5.176,22 4.791,04 3.808,04  -983,00 -20,5% 89% 53%

Total INTRA-EU27 5.270,75 5.587,51 5.915,41 5.520,03 4.286,97  -1.233,06 -22,3% 100% 60%

EXPORT  TOTAL 8.407,11 8.893,88 9.514,93 9.253,48 7.173,20  -2.080,28 -22,5% Source: Eurostat 2010

Italy:  Import of furniture  2005-2009

Furniture & Parts 
thereof (HS 9401/9403)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009  Change  2009:2008 Share of
Value / Million € abs. % EXTRA-EU TOTAL

EXTRA - EU27 / TOP 5  (Ranking 2009)         

China 213,82 278,23 361,88 386,21 339,61 -46,60 -12,1% 55% 22%

Indonesia 65,69 67,23 62,30 55,16 40,67 -14,49 -26,3% 7% 3%

Vietnam 24,25 29,78 35,20 40,58 35,83 -4,75 -11,7% 6% 2%

Turkey 8,64 11,31 15,58 18,04 22,16 4,12 22,8% 4% 1%

Switzerland 91,71 89,74 77,06 66,77 20,35 -46,42 -69,5% 3% 1%

TOP 5 404,11 476,29 552,02 566,76 458,62  -108,14 -19,1% 75% 30%

Total EXTRA-EU27 596,78 683,73 767,67 760,86 613,82  -147,04 -19,3% 100% 40%

EU27 - Countries / TOP 10 (Ranking 2009)       INTRA-EU  

Germany 190,41 222,54 285,63 272,47 230,96  -41,51 -15,2% 25% 15%

Romania 115,15 122,25 164,94 146,27 146,05  -0,22 -0,2% 16% 10%

Poland 41,79 69,04 127,09 147,32 122,04  -25,28 -17,2% 13% 8%

Austria 160,81 165,05 179,69 149,11 84,57  -64,54 -43,3% 9% 6%

France 79,85 76,50 84,91 79,78 73,26  -6,52 -8,2% 8% 5%

Spain 54,70 67,63 71,34 51,46 38,18  -13,28 -25,8% 4% 3%

Sweden 6,32 8,16 6,67 5,35 28,52  23,17 433,1% 3% 2%

Slovenia 38,31 30,36 34,62 28,93 23,86  -5,07 -17,5% 3% 2%

Lithuania 0,97 12,83 23,73 15,01 22,98  7,97 53,1% 3% 2%

Hungary 18,97 45,41 21,73 22,39 18,27  -4,12 -18,4% 2% 1%

TOP 10 707,28 819,77 1.000,35 918,09 788,69  -129,40 -14,1% 87% 52%

Total INTRA-EU27 818,11 954,99 1.157,93 1.065,16 909,24  -155,92 -14,6% 100% 60%

IMPORT  TOTAL 1.414,89 1.638,72 1.925,60 1.826,02 1.523,06  -302,96 -16,6% Source: Eurostat 2010
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Italy:  Export of wood and articles of wood 2005-2009      

Wood & articles of 
wood (HS 44)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009  Change 2009:2008 Share of

Value / Million € abs. % EXTRA-EU TOTAL

EXTRA - EU27 / TOP 5  (Ranking 2009)         

Switzerland 75,92 82,48 86,72 83,54 78,93 -4,61 -5,5% 16% 7%

Russia 57,56 66,89 83,29 96,71 61,34 -35,37 -36,6% 13% 5%

United States 103,14 108,53 103,78 93,43 50,17 -43,26 -46,3% 10% 4%

Belarus 9,73 18,84 19,74 25,54 17,75 -7,79 -30,5% 4% 2%

Israel 16,39 19,17 21,15 20,87 17,63 -3,24 -15,5% 4% 2%

TOP 5 262,74 295,91 314,68 320,09 225,82  -94,27 -29,5% 46% 20%

Total EXTRA-EU27 512,85 562,33 634,05 641,43 486,90  -154,53 -24,1% 100% 42%

EU27 - Countries / TOP 10 (Ranking 2009)       INTRA-EU  

Germany 206,90 204,13 209,31 185,82 146,24  -39,58 -21,3% 22% 13%

France 143,96 154,86 172,77 165,51 126,88  -38,63 -23,3% 19% 11%

United Kingdom 77,12 87,99 103,71 87,47 68,24  -19,23 -22,0% 10% 6%

Austria 64,42 76,91 84,15 70,80 56,35  -14,45 -20,4% 8% 5%

Spain 111,71 117,80 126,07 77,04 47,69  -29,35 -38,1% 7% 4%

Greece 60,01 75,05 83,19 71,01 40,84  -30,17 -42,5% 6% 4%

Romania 18,65 23,80 37,07 35,22 24,78  -10,44 -29,6% 4% 2%

Slovenia 30,79 40,07 40,31 37,06 22,67  -14,39 -38,8% 3% 2%

Belgium 23,53 25,38 26,65 24,67 21,86  -2,81 -11,4% 3% 2%

Netherlands 19,13 20,06 23,85 23,18 19,21  -3,97 -17,1% 3% 2%

TOP 10 756,22 826,05 907,08 777,78 574,76  -203,02 -26,1% 86% 50%

Total INTRA-EU27 853,46 942,85 1.049,09 913,03 669,58  -243,45 -26,7% 100% 58%

EXPORT  TOTAL 1.366,31 1.505,18 1.683,14 1.554,46 1.156,48  -397,98 -25,6% Source: Eurostat 2010

Italy:  Import of wood and articles of wood 2005-2009     

Wood & articles of 
wood (HS 44)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009  Change 2009:2008 Share of

Value / Million € abs. % EXTRA-EU TOTAL

EXTRA - EU27 / TOP 5   (Ranking 2009)         

China 102,50 148,16 213,13 218,11 151,32 -66,79 -30,6% 15% 5%

Croatia 128,71 140,32 152,59 139,41 119,59 -19,82 -14,2% 12% 4%

United States 155,91 158,26 176,90 136,59 97,12 -39,47 -28,9% 10% 3%

Switzerland 97,57 112,07 105,20 95,74 80,55 -15,19 -15,9% 8% 3%

Cameroon 117,23 117,98 112,93 103,33 60,64 -42,69 -41,3% 6% 2%

TOP 5 601,92 676,79 760,75 693,18 509,22  -183,96 -26,5% 52% 16%

Total  EXTRA-EU27 1.380,71 1.494,74 1.605,96 1.415,17 977,89  -437,28 -30,9% 100% 31%

EU27 - Countries / TOP 10  (Ranking 2009))       INTRA-EU  

Austria 1.166,75 1.381,95 1.373,49 1.164,82 910,72  -254,10 -21,8% 41% 29%

Germany 472,96 555,36 578,85 473,74 401,60  -72,14 -15,2% 18% 13%

France 244,57 270,08 287,91 287,26 174,14  -113,12 -39,4% 8% 5%

Romania 143,88 150,34 147,62 111,23 92,85  -18,38 -16,5% 4% 3%

Slovenia 91,88 111,56 133,39 113,66 89,61  -24,05 -21,2% 4% 3%

Poland 72,02 98,65 114,44 90,27 85,13  -5,14 -5,7% 4% 3%

Czech Republic 55,80 74,12 91,03 79,69 72,49  -7,20 -9,0% 3% 2%

Hungary 88,25 99,93 104,38 83,08 59,51  -23,57 -28,4% 3% 2%

Slovakia 64,05 86,91 79,34 77,06 59,10  -17,96 -23,3% 3% 2%

Finland 110,22 114,51 115,02 86,49 50,91  -35,58 -41,1% 2% 2%

TOP 10 2.510,38 2.943,41 3.025,47 2.567,30 1.996,06  -571,24 -22,3% 90% 63%

Total  INTRA-EU27 2.789,23 3.270,43 3.356,77 2.862,76 2.206,95  -655,81 -22,9% 100% 69%

IMPORT  TOTAL 4.169,94 4.765,17 4.962,73 4.277,93 3.184,84  -1.093,09 -25,6% Source: Eurostat 2010
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Poland: Sector – Update 2010

(Updated information and data on the industry profile of Poland )

For many years now, the Polish wood and furniture industry belongs to the top tier sector locations in Eu-
rope concerning production and exports. Compared with the economic data of production, turnover and 
exports in the period of 2008-2010, the Polish furniture industry has managed the economic crisis better 
than any other EU-27 country. After a slight decrease of production in 2008 ( -130 Mio. € /-2.2 %), Poland 
was the only country in the EU with a slight production of 2.6% increase in 2009. The value of the furni-
ture production grew by 154 Million Euro to an annual high level of 6.08 billion Euro (data: UEA 2010). In 
2010, the Polish production has stabilized on this level.
 
Massive problems in 2009 let to a significant decrease of the business volume both for the interior market and 
the exports. In comparison to the still strong-selling year of 2008, the total business volume declined drastically 
by roundabout three billion PLN in 2009. In that year, the business volume came only up to 22.4 billion PLN (in 
comparison to 25.4 billion in 2008). This corresponds to a decrease rate of 12%.

Fig. 1  Development of sold furniture production 2002 – 2009 (in million PLN / Companies with  9 and more employess)

Source: NSZZ „Solidarnosc“ (nach Angaben des Statistischen Hauptamtes Polen)

In accordance with the general economic recovery since 2010, the Polish furniture sector expects better results 
for 2011. The demand on the interior and foreign markets shows a tendency to rise and the interior market in Po-
land has a high potential for development. The average life expectancy of furniture on the consumption market 
comes up to about five years throughout Europe, while it is seven to ten years in Poland. One of the remaining 
elements of uncertainty remains the fragile situation of raw material. When the legal ordinance of the Ministry 
for Economics which envisions wood as biomass for the energy generation comes into effect, all wood consu-
ming industries and furniture producers expect a significant rise of expenses for the purchase of wood. The price 
for several types of wood has increased by 20 to 30% since the first quarter of 2010. If it cannot be managed 
to cover the demand with low priced imports, Poland could partially lose its price advantage on the important 
export markets.

Nonetheless, currently all economic indicators suggest that Poland will come out of the global economic crisis 
faster than many of its European neighbours. However, Poland has not yet recovered from  the long term conse-
quences of this crisis like decreased exports, social limitations, bankruptcies, and the loss of jobs, either.
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General economic trends since 2008/2009

In 2008 the economy of Poland suffered from the first symptoms of a global economic and financial crisis and 
slump of the key economies in the world. In this year the real increase in Gross Domestic Product was 4.9% com-
pared to 6.8% in 2007. In 2008 sold production of industry was by 2.5% higher than in 2007 (in fixed prices), and 
of manufacturing by 2.8%. The situation of all wood industries worsened.

The wood industry (20 NACE) recorded a drop of sold production by almost 3%. The sold production of furniture 
industry (36.1 NACE) was at the level of the previous year. The share of all wood industries in sold production of 
the whole industry is more than 8%, and in manufacturing it is almost 10%. Up to date results for 2009 indicate 
that sold production of industry as well as of manufacturing has been continuing to decrease. A similar situation 
is in the wood and furniture industries.

In Poland furniture is the most important in the group of value-added wood products. In 2009 its pro-
duction amounted to 6,08 billion €. This result gave Poland the sixth position in the European Union. In 
relation to the previous year it was an increase by 2,6% (in fixed prices). Wooden furniture was 61% of it. 
Approximately 90% of furniture produced in Poland was exported, of which wooden furniture was 58%. 

Labour Market and employment. Der In 2008 and the first half of 2009 positive tendencies which had been 
present on the labour market for few years became weaker. In last months of 2008 the former decrease in the 
number of the unemployed was impeded. At the end of the year unemployment rate was 9.5%; in the middle 
of 2009 it rose to 10.7%. According to forecasts at the end of 2009 the unemployment rate may increase even to 
12-13%.

While in the whole 2008 the average employment in the economy increased by 3.7%, and in the enterprise sec-
tor by 4.8%, in 2009 its systematic decrease is observed. Similar tendencies are present in the wood sector, and 
in the wood industry employment drop is the fastest (20 NACE, in 2008 an increase in average employment by 
almost 3%, in the first half of 2009 a decrease by over 10% compared to the corresponding period of the previ-
ous year). 

The share of all wood industries in the employment in industry is close to 12%, and in relation to manufacturing 
it is more than 13%. 41 thou. people are employed in forestry, including around 26 thou. employees employed 
by the State Forests National Forest Holding.

Fig. 2   Development of employment in furniture industry 2007-2009

Source: NSZZ „Solidarnosc“ (nach Angaben des Statistischen Hauptamtes Polen)
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120,000 people, almost 7% of the total employment in Poland work in the furniture industry. The furniture 
market in Poland is coined by high competitive pressure, since about 100 large, 400 intermediate and over 1,000 
small  and 5,000 micro-enterprises are active in this sector. It is estimated that small enterprises produce 25% of 
the total Polish furniture production. The number of supply companies is estimated to be around 20,000. Due to 
the crisis, many smaller furniture companies were forced to join larger ones. 

In 2008-2009, there was a drastic decline of employment. During the crisis, not only small and intermediate com-
panies, but also internationally active enterprises decreased the number of jobs in the framework of company 
restructure. For example the furniture producer Forte laid off 170 of the 400 employees in the factory in Przemsyl 
in 2008; in 200, this location was closed altogether. Nowy Styl laid off almost 700 of its 2.700 employees in 2009. 
Paged already laid off 700 staff members in the mid of 2008. Since 2010, however, there has been a stabilisation 
of the remaining jobs in the sector. 

Crisis Barometer 
Spotlights about the impacts of the crisis 2008 – 2010

1. Poland – before global crisis

 From 1998 to 2008, the Polish economy grew continuously; in 2008, the gross domestic product
  increased by 5%.
 Ongoing decrease of the unemployment rate to 11.4% in 2007 (2002: 20,0%)
 Growth of foreign direct investments (from 8 billion Euro in 2005 to 17 billion Euro in 2007) 

2. Situation of woodworking and furniture industry before the crisis

 After gaining the EU Membership in 2004, the number of companies in the furniture sector has significantly  
 increased; expansion of their activities into Western European Countries;  
 Between 2004 and 2008, the production in small enterprises grew by over 30%, for medium enterprises the  
 growth rate was 28%;
 Increase of employment in the sector, increase of the average gross wages and productivity
 The quality of the produced furniture increases to meet the highest demands of the foreign markets,
 Systematic development of exports -– 80% of the produced furniture are exported
 Specific structure of the wood sector: 6,500 enterprises before the crisis, of these more than 5,000 small 
 companies with less than 9 employees;
 Since 2007, sales on the domestic furniture market stagnate

3. The crisis in the country- from the end of 2008  

 Stagnation in many sectors, 
 Decrease of the gross domestic product
 Higher Unemployment
 Decreasing Demands;
 Limitation on bank loans;

Apart from these essential factors, the main result of the economic crisis in Poland is the  decrease of the 
number of jobs in the furniture sector (as well as many other industrial sectors). In 2007 and 2008, the changes 
in employment were only marginal. Since the end of 2008, the number of employees in the sector has constantly 
decreased. Facing the results of the crisis, many companies first decreased the number of overtime hours, 
employees took overtime hours and vacation time in lieu and the production in third and second shift was 
adjourned. Despite these measures, it came to mass layoffs. The most drastic decline of employment with over 
15% took place during the turn of the year 2008/2009. The following months in 2009 have been relatively stable.
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4. Deepening of the crisis in the country

 Increased Fiscal Deficit,
 Disadvantagous  changes in currency value
 Continuous Increase of Unemployment
 Positive situation of Poland in comparison to all other European countries – only country with a growing  
 gross domestic product in 2009

5. Reflection on the wood working and furniture production 

 Significant decrease of demand for furniture, both for export and on the domestic market
 Decrease of the furniture production
 Decrease of wood and furniture exports 
 Insolvency of several sector enterprises 
 Mass layoffs in Enterprises, the most drastic decline of employment with over 15% took place during the turn  
 of the year 2008/2009.

Fig. 3   Insolvencies in furniture industry 2008/2009

Source  NSZZ „Solidarnosc“ (nach Angaben des Statistischen Hauptamtes Polen)

6. Consequences for the sector

 Production decrease through insolvencies (over a dozen big enterprises) 
 Drastic decline of new applications
 Increase of imports of cheap furniture from China
 Decrease of the  volume of work though: unpaid vacation time in lieu, reduction of shifts and / or paid hours
 Cut-back on salaries and wages 
 Component suppliers are not paid
 Companies lack of ability to meet financial obligations 
 Limitation of bank loans
 Growing interest on borrowings
 Implementaion of forced restructuring measures,
 Growing material and inventory stocks 
 Security from changes in currency value through derivative financial instruments
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7. Federation activities
 Regular checks and analyses of the economic situation of the sector, meetings of the departments and 
 information exchange
 Influence on employment safeguards on a stable level 
 Negotiations before mass layoffs
 Measures to secure jobs and social support for laid-off colleagues
 Support for an improved and faster access to European Funds to struggle against the crisis on the labour  
 market
 Struggle against terminable labour contracts and for more perpetual employment in the sector; 
 Agreements on protective passages in collective wage agreements with employers

8. Joint activities with the social partners

 Talks on the level of the “Trilateral Commission” 
 Analysis of the influence of the Economic crisis on the national economy and the employees  
 Development of EU projects
 Creation of report “Labour in Poland 2010” about the situation in the economy and mandatory legislative  
 measures

9. Effectiveness of our activities

 Social and economic aid for people affected by the crisis
 Protection of social interests – both for individual and mass layoffs
 No agreement whatsoever to salary reductions 
 Protection of the company founds for social services

10. Expectation of the employers 

 Increased demand for furniture and wood products
 Decrease of production costs,
 Increase of labour flexibility;
 Expansion of the array of products;
 Increase of productivity
 Increase of the sale volume

11. Future Developments 

 There is the danger that the government might change the labour legislation to the disadvantage of the  
 employees
 There is also the danger that the company founds for social services are abrogated
 Abatement of awards and bonuses
 More working hours 
 Attempts towards additional decreases pf wages and salaries
 Decrease of employment and an increase of the productivity with reduced staffs 
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12. Perspectives of the sector

In the next years, the Polish furniture industry will remain as one of the industrial sectors with significant impor-
tance for the Polish economy as a whole. The export will continue to have a decisive influence on the economic 
development of the furniture sector. The prognoses for growth of the Polish construction sector – both for living 
space and commercial real estate- all have a positively optimistic tendency in common. 
To maintain and increase the competitiveness of Polish furniture on the sophisticated Western European mar-
kets, the increase of innovation abilities have to become more important in the next years. 

This corresponds to the following measures:  

 Modernisation of machine outfits, technologies and production processes,
 Increase of productivity and labour productivity,
 Improvement of marketing activities,
 Increase of the expenses for research and development, especially in the field of knowledge generation,
 Specialisation and the usage of market niches,
 Improvement of the cooperation within the sector and with technical and research institutions.

Foreign Trade 

Poland is one of the major actors on the global furniture market. For many years, Poland has been one of the
leading furniture exporters. More than 90% of the furniture produced in the country are exported, and the 
foreign trade with furniture creates a steadily growing overplus. Currently, The share of furniture exports is 
6% of the total Polish volume of exports. Between 2005 and 2008, the export of Polish furniture grew by another 
28%. In 2009, the total value of the exports came up to 4.61 Billion Euro, which were 866 Million Euro less than 
in 2008. The recession in Europe was highly problematic for the highly export-oriented furniture producers of 
Poland. Many companies went bankrupt, other had to join together to manage the crisis. Additionally, Poland 
increased the global exports of furniture in the lower price segment to boost foreign sales. 

Furniture Exports from Poland

In 2009, the furniture exports sank again after the successful year of 2008 based on Euro (but not when based 
on Zloty to the value loss of the currency). Almost 80% of the Polish furniture are produced for the EU markets, 
whereby the most important export market is Germany with a share of 40%. This particularly high share is a 
result of the proximity of the neighbouring countries, the market capacities in Germany, competitive prices of 
Polish furniture as well as the high share of German investments in Polish sector enterprises. 

After Germany, the most important target regions for furniture exports are France, the Czech Republic, Great 
Britain and the Netherlands. In 2009, the largest purveyance in value to outer-European countries went to the 
USA. In 2010, the Polish furniture industry felt a recovery on the most important export markets. In the first 
semester of 2010, the exports grew in comparison to the same time span of the previous year, by 16%. Since 
then, the demand on both interior and foreign markets seems to increase.

Furniture Imports to Poland

Considering the immense production potential of the sector, many Polish furniture producers regard  the lately 
strongly increasing number of furniture imports as a threat. However, it should be kept in Mind that rounda-
bout 40% of these imports are components and pre-products, which are needed for the furniture production. 
In total, the value of furniture imports is with about 850 Million Euro (in 2009) significantly lower than the value 
of the furniture exports. In comparison to the previous year, the total imports decreased by about 25% in 2009. 
And similarly to the situation with the furniture exports, the most important import source for Polish market is 
Germany with a share of 29%. 
Other important supplier countries even though with much smaller market shares include China, Italy, France, 
Austria and the Czech Republic. 76% of the imported furniture in Poland come from EU countries. The share of 
imported furniture on the complete interior furniture market in Poland comes up to 10%.
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Foreign Trade with Wood and Wood Products

In the foreign with wood and wood products, Poland has created an overplus for many years. In the peak year 
of 2007, the export surplus came up to roundabout 1.39 Billion Euro. The consequences of the global economic 
crisis already appeared for the international trade of this sector in 2008. In that year, exports decreased slightly 
for the first time in years by 55 Million Euro, while the imports grew slightly by 90 Million Euro. In 2009 a massive 
decline occurred for both exports (-21.4%) but even more so for imports (-33.8%).

For the wood industry as whole, the EU-27 countries with an export share of more than 87% remain to be the 
most important trade partners of Poland. The most important export countries remain unchanged as Germany, 
France, Denmark, Great Britain, Sweden and Italy. About 58% of all Polish exports went to these six countries in 
2009. The majority of wood imports to Poland come from the direct neighbouring countries Germany, Slovakia, 
the Czech Republic and the Ukraine.  

Sources:

Independent and Self-Governing Trade Union “Solidarnosc”  (NSZZ „Solidarnosc“), Sector Information Wood/Furniture 2010
(Economic Commission for Europe, Timber Committee Oct. 2009) Ministry of the Environment, Poland, Statement of the wood market review and 
prospects

APPENDIX

Wood/Furniture Industry: Statistics for Export/Import 2005 - 2009
Product Definition & Segmentation according to the list of goods for foreign trade statistics, 2010

For the chosen groups of goods, see the list on page  68/69

Fig. 3  

Development of foreign trade (export/import) in 

wood/furniture industry 2005 – 2009 (million €)



Arbeit und Leben Bielefeld e.V. | IG Metall 57

Poland:  Export of Furniture  2005-2009

Furniture & Parts of 
thereof (HS 9401/ 9403)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009  Change  2009:2008 Share of

Value / Million € abs. % EXTRA-EU TOTAL

EXTRA - EU27 / TOP 5  (Ranking 2009)         

United States 118,59 111,84 150,47 195,31 151,18 -44,13 -22,6% 26% 3%

Switzerland 83,06 84,56 93,60 76,12 74,47 -1,65 -2,2% 13% 2%

Russian Federation 83,39 94,32 98,39 108,60 62,08 -46,52 -42,8% 11% 1%

Norway 39,60 46,92 54,98 62,88 54,03 -8,85 -14,1% 9% 1%

Ukraine 37,40 52,95 73,69 69,64 36,52 -33,12 -47,6% 6% 1%

TOP 5 362,04 390,59 471,13 512,55 378,28  -134,27 -26,2% 65% 8%

Total EXTRA-EU27 562,25 602,61 728,51 773,31 580,47  -192,84 -24,9% 100% 13%

EU27 - Countries / TOP 10 (Ranking 2009)       INTRA-EU  

Germany 1.786,41 1.826,60 1.855,12 1.847,14 1.760,20 -86,94 -4,7% 44% 38%

France 358,57 380,49 472,86 511,57 412,23 -99,34 -19,4% 10% 9%

Czech Republic 194,88 266,52 300,31 362,30 326,11 -36,19 -10,0% 8% 7%

United Kingdom 245,37 290,90 331,96 311,57 240,57 -71,00 -22,8% 6% 5%

Netherlands 176,97 186,60 191,46 212,44 205,52  -6,92 -3,3% 5% 4%

Belgium 169,91 256,60 274,24 248,27 177,71 -70,56 -28,4% 4% 4%

Sweden 201,66 217,65 244,07 257,56 166,62 -90,94 -35,3% 4% 4%

Italy 26,70 66,02 96,05 137,87 116,02 -21,85 -15,8% 3% 3%

Slovakia 97,45 114,77 149,09 154,47 111,58 -42,89 -27,8% 3% 2%

Austria 70,37 69,96 89,39 98,72 104,68  5,96 6,0% 3% 2%

TOP 10 3.328,29 3.676,11 4.004,55 4.141,91 3.621,24  -520,67 -12,6% 90% 79%

Total INTRA-EU27 3.714,44 4.131,92 4.564,93 4.702,11 4.028,82  -673,29 -14,3% 100% 87%

EXPORT  TOTAL 4.276,69 4.734,53 5.293,44 5.475,42 4.609,29  -866,13 -15,8% Source: Eurostat 2010

Poland:  Import of Furniture  2005-2009

Furniture & Parts of 
thereof (HS 9401/ 9403)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009  Change  2009:2008 Share of

Value / Million € abs. % EXTRA-EU TOTAL

EXTRA - EU27 / TOP 5  (Ranking 2009)         

China 51,48 78,78 137,11 166,53 123,32 -43,21 -25,9% 62% 15%

Vietnam 3,95 5,75 7,74 12,44 12,86 0,42 3,4% 6% 2%

Malaysia 1,24 3,08 8,00 12,70 9,74 -2,96 -23,3% 5% 1%

Turkey 4,18 7,40 9,13 8,76 7,16 -1,60 -18,3% 4% 1%

Russia 6,16 5,27 9,27 11,38 6,62 -4,76 -41,8% 3% 1%

TOP 5 67,01 100,28 171,25 211,81 159,70  -52,11 -24,6% 80% 19%

Total EXTRA-EU27 99,91 140,47 217,83 274,14 199,81  -74,33 -27,1% 100% 24%

EU27 - Countries / TOP 10   (Ranking 2009)       INTRA-EU  

Germany 229,46 241,01 272,63 269,26 226,59 -42,67 -15,8% 35% 27%

Italy 70,30 68,95 79,97 104,33 64,80 -39,53 -37,9% 10% 8%

France 44,56 64,94 59,32 77,25 56,52 -20,73 -26,8% 9% 7%

Austria 21,40 25,02 19,86 24,17 46,72 22,55 93,3% 7% 5%

Czech Republic 42,77 46,75 59,11 76,86 45,10  -31,76 -41,3% 7% 5%

Slovakia 26,87 23,36 30,10 45,04 41,65 -3,39 -7,5% 6% 5%

Lithuania 9,90 11,84 19,90 32,24 29,88 -2,36 -7,3% 5% 4%

Sweden 35,08 35,75 38,49 42,15 28,27 -13,88 -32,9% 4% 3%

Denmark 19,94 18,36 31,20 35,79 25,68 -10,11 -28,2% 4% 3%

Spain 10,60 19,41 22,66 34,04 17,84  -16,20 -47,6% 3% 2%

TOP 10 510,88 555,39 633,24 741,13 583,05  -158,08 -21,3% 90% 69%

Total INTRA-EU27 583,59 631,05 730,06 859,74 650,01  -209,73 -24,4% 100% 76%

IMPORT  TOTAL 683,50 771,52 947,89 1.133,88 849,82  -284,06 -25,1% Source: Eurostat 2010
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Poland:  Export of Wood and articles of wood  2005-2009

Wood & articles of wood  
(HS 44)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009  Change  2009:2008 Share of

Value/ Million € abs. % EXTRA-EU TOTAL

EXTRA - EU27 / TOP 5   (Ranking 2009)         

Ukraine 53,53 63,93 83,20 94,63 60,09 -34,54 -36,5% 23% 3%

Norway 39,63 46,49 58,86 54,00 43,77 -10,23 -18,9% 17% 2%

Russia 57,72 64,16 74,37 81,73 33,99 -47,74 -58,4% 13% 2%

Switzerland 25,63 34,48 30,48 31,32 29,51 -1,81 -5,8% 11% 1%

Belarus 36,23 45,05 49,13 52,90 18,76  -34,14 -64,5% 7% 1%

TOP 5 212,74 254,11 296,04 314,58 186,12  -128,46 -40,8% 71% 9%

Total EXTRA-EU27 346,78 372,06 402,12 410,88 263,78  -147,10 -35,8% 100% 13%

EU27 - Countries / TOP 10    (Ranking 2009)       INTRA-EU  

Germany 660,84 703,16 735,73 692,51 605,61 -86,90 -12,5% 35% 30%

France 133,24 170,22 207,56 206,52 180,68 -25,84 -12,5% 10% 9%

Denmark 106,40 135,28 172,21 203,32 162,61 -40,71 -20,0% 9% 8%

United Kingdom 93,68 117,16 155,50 135,26 110,25 -25,01 -18,5% 6% 6%

Sweden 110,23 117,58 149,07 142,01 108,56  -33,45 -23,6% 6% 5%

Italy 92,35 114,92 129,91 113,58 102,93 -10,65 -9,4% 6% 5%

Netherlands 66,82 70,63 83,54 82,01 62,21 -19,80 -24,1% 4% 3%

Czech Republic 47,26 55,21 60,37 69,36 61,80 -7,56 -10,9% 4% 3%

Belgium 62,40 60,96 70,10 67,61 50,81 -16,80 -24,8% 3% 3%

Slovakia 35,23 42,36 55,51 65,93 44,25  -21,68 -32,9% 3% 2%

TOP 10 1.408,45 1.587,48 1.819,50 1.778,11 1.489,71  -288,40 -16,2% 86% 75%

Total INTRA-EU27 1.694,43 1.936,57 2.196,54 2.123,72 1.727,38  -396,34 -18,7% 100% 87%

EXPORT  TOTAL 2.041,21 2.308,63 2.598,66 2.534,60 1.991,16  -543,44 -21,4% Source: Eurostat 2010

Poland:  Import of Wood and articles of wood  2005-2009

Wood & articles of wood  
(HS 44)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009  Change  2009:2008 Share of

Value/ Million € abs. % EXTRA-EU TOTAL

EXTRA - EU27 / TOP 5  (Ranking 2009)         

Ukraine 44,82 47,77 78,32 87,80 77,54 -10,26 -11,7% 35% 9%

Russia 59,66 51,03 66,10 61,91 39,48 -22,43 -36,2% 18% 5%

China 12,97 17,46 28,87 37,47 29,00 -8,47 -22,6% 13% 3%

Belarus 32,54 34,57 59,96 31,81 28,93 -2,88 -9,1% 13% 3%

Indonesia 14,10 21,63 25,80 23,79 18,75  -5,04 -21,2% 8% 2%

TOP 5 164,09 172,46 259,05 242,78 193,70  -49,08 -20,2% 87% 23%

Total EXTRA-EU27 188,36 203,75 300,63 285,73 222,48  -63,25 -22,1% 100% 26%

EU27 - Countries / TOP 10   (Ranking 2009)       INTRA-EU  

Germany 286,46 314,44 407,06 447,19 272,76 -174,43 -39,0% 43% 32%

Slovakia 52,30 66,18 76,99 98,30 53,11 -45,19 -46,0% 8% 6%

Czech Republic 34,32 42,75 44,31 48,79 39,65 -9,14 -18,7% 6% 5%

Denmark 22,45 32,22 44,60 47,78 34,58 -13,20 -27,6% 5% 4%

Austria 44,03 48,07 48,15 54,99 33,76  -21,23 -38,6% 5% 4%

Latvia 20,65 26,31 33,45 40,99 23,34 -17,65 -43,1% 4% 3%

Sweden 26,99 30,03 38,59 32,01 23,17 -8,84 -27,6% 4% 3%

France 13,26 31,52 20,96 27,35 19,55 -7,80 -28,5% 3% 2%

Hungary 17,26 23,31 25,91 21,69 18,99 -2,70 -12,4% 3% 2%

Spain 17,23 21,10 18,91 30,01 16,59  -13,42 -44,7% 3% 2%

TOP 10 534,95 635,93 758,93 849,10 535,50  -313,60 -36,9% 85% 63%

Total INTRA-EU27 643,41 774,90 906,78 1.007,40 633,39  -374,01 -37,1% 100% 74%

IMPORT  TOTAL 831,77 978,65 1.207,41 1.293,13 855,87  -437,26 -33,8% Source: Eurostat 2010
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Romania: Sector – Update 2010
(Updated information and data on the industry profile of Romania 2008)

The wood-processing industry is a prominent element of the national economy, which allows a highly tur-
ning into account of the most important natural and regenerable resource of the country, which has a 
positive contribution to the foreign trade balance due to its very high level of covering the imports by ex-
ports. The financial crisis has inflicted a rather big impact on Romanian economic sector starting the Q4 of 
2008. Alongside with the other industrial sectors the furniture industry has to address the current economic 
and financial crisis and its negative outcomes such as market volatility, liquidity crunches, rising unemploy-
ment and downturn in export demand.

From 2007 to 2009 there was a change in the structural position of wood/furniture sector in the Romanian 
economy. The percentage of wood industry in the frame of Romanian processing industry, at the end of 2009 
(in parentheses 2007) is: 6,2% (10,3%) from the industrial production volume, 7,2% (11%) from the volume of 
industrial products export, 2,1% (5 %) from the total of import volume and 9,5% (11%) from the number of hired 
people in industry.

The furniture industry represents 2,5% (3,5%) from our country’s industrial production, 3,7% (4%) from the ex-
ports volume, 0,9% (0,7%) from imports volume and 5,2% (7%) from hired people number. In the world, Romania 
is on 27th place at furniture production, place 22 on furniture export and 36th place on furniture import.

Tab. 1   The evolution of main indicators realized in wood/furniture industry

Indicator Unit 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Total industrial 
production wood 
industry

Mill. € 1523 1765 2149 2237 2650 3815 4196 4620 3979 4139

Annual increase 
rhythm % 100 15,8 21,7 4,1 18,5 43,0 9,5 10 0,9 1,5

No.employees 1.000 Pers. 165 169 175 184 178 171 153,3 151 148 106

Labor productivity 1.000 € / 
Person 9,5 10,8 12,5 12,5 14,3 22,3 28,3 30,16 26,9 39,1

Export Mill. €
1127 1186 1357 1562 1852 1964 2115 2294 2073 1924

Import Mill. €
- - - - 389 538,5 648,1 1333 1086 666

Foreign direct 
investments - - - - - 150 548 523 560 - -

Source:  Ministry of Economy and Finances / National Statistical Institute

The total volume of wood/furniture industry production in 2000 was 1.523.000 euro and in 2009 was 4.139.000 
euro, increasing with 2,7 times.

The labor productivity in primary wood processing industry in 2000 was 11 500 euro/person/year and, at the 
end of 2009, it was 53 900 euro/person/year, increasing with 4,7 times. In furniture industry, the labor producti-
vity in 2000 was 7500 euro/person/year and in 2009 it was 26 400 euro/person/year, increasing with 2,6 times. 
The total of exports from wood industry in 2000 was 1 127 000 euro and in 2009 it was 1 924 000 euro, having an 
increase of 1,7 times.
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The number of employees from wood industry in 2000 was 165 000 and in 2009 it was 106 000, the decrease 
being 59 000 employees. In furniture industry the average number of employees has been diminishing year-on-
year coming to 97 thousand in 2007, an 8.5% reduction as against 2003, when it was a peak year. The average 
number of employees accounted for 6.9% of total labour force of Romanian manufacturing industry and for 6.0% 
of total labour force of Romania’s industry. 

Consequences of the economic crisis on the wood and furniture industry

Between 2003 and 2007, the Romanian furniture production steadily grew in both value and volume by double 
digit growth rates. In 2007, the furniture production reached a peak with 1,820 Million Euro. Regarding the value, 
the Romanian furniture production has decreased until 2009, but the production decrease of roundabout 15% 
was much lower than in many other EU-27 states. In the woodworking sector, the low point of the crisis occurred 
in 2008 with a decrease of production to 2,187 Million Euro (-22%). In contrary to the general European trend, 
this industrial sector shows again a significant growth rate for 2009.

Fig. 1   Development of production value 2003 – 2009 (Millions €)

Source:   Ministry of Economy and Finances / National Statistical Institute

The loss of production in both woodworking and furniture industry have significantly accelerated the ongoing 
reduction of jobs in this sector. In the two year frame of 2008/2009, in the furniture industry alone, more than 
one third of the jobs which existed in the last third of 2007 have disappeared. The number of employees de-
creased from 90,000 in 2007 to 58.000 in 2009. The development of employment in the woodworking industry is 
comparable, but deferred: After an increase of employment by 8,000 jobs in 2008, the major crisis year 2009 saw 
the loss of roundabout 20,000 jobs in the sector.
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Fig. 2  Development of employment 2003 – 2009 

Source:   Ministry of Economy and Finances / National Statistical Institute

Thus, Romania is ranked among the EU-27 states with the highest loss of jobs in 2008/2009. From the perspecti-
ve of employment policies, the global economic crisis and the economical structural change of the sector have 
significantly weakened the Romanian wood and furniture industry. For 2011, a new stabilisation is expected on 
the current low level of employment with rd. 106,000 sector employees.

Tab. 2   Sector data of the wood/furniture industry in Romania  2003 – 2009

Furniture industry 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Number of companies 2.989 3.860 3.860 3.800 3.800 3982 2976

Employees 106.000 103.000 99.000 91.700 90.000 80.000 58.000

Production (million €) 1.096 1.280 1.462 1.650 1.820 1792 1532

Turnover (million €) 1.110 1.390 1.590 1.650 1.890 1792 1532

Export (million €) 699 833 895 965 1.133 1.116 996

Import (million €) 124 157 230 304 436 520 333

Labour productivity (1.000  €/person) 10 12 15 18 20 22,4 26,4

Wood industry 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Employees 78.000 75.000 72.000 61.600 60.300 68.000 48.000

Production (million €) 1.141,0 1.370,0 2.353,0 2.546,0 2.800,0 2.187 2.585

Turnover (million €) 1.141,0 1.370,0 2.353,0 2.546,0 2.800,0 2.187 2.585

Export (million €) 720 847 858 955 1.194 957 928

Import (million €) 190 232 309 344 897 566 333

Labour productivity (1.000  €/person) 14,6 18,3 32,7 41,3 46,6 32,7 53,9

Source: FSLIL 
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Crisis Barometer
Spotlights about the impacts of the crisis during the period 2008 - 2010

1. Romania – before the global crisis

 Growth in Romania - in 2010 increased by 7.1% 
 Increase of the tempo of GDP - in 2008 to 137 billion euros compared to 112.1 billion euros in 2007 (7.1%) 
 Decrease of unemployment to 4.5% in 2008, but in August 2010 the unemployment was 7.8% 
 Increased of foreign direct investments - over 9 billion euros in 2008 compared with 4.9 billion euros in 2009.  
 In 2010 decreased by 37% compared to 2009.  

2. Situation in woodworking and furniture industry before the crisis (until 2008) 

 Increase of productivity 
 Increase of competitiveness 
 Increase of companies’ number
 Employment growth in the sector. wachs bei der Produktivität 

3. The crisis in Romania - at the end of 2008 

 Construction works have dropped by 19.8% in August 2010 compared to same period of 2009. 
 Increase of production in 2010 from 8.2% in 2009 
 The decrease of foreign investments 
 Furniture export volume growth in 2010 from 15.2% comparing 2009 
 Loss of furniture import volume in 2010 compared to 2009 by 7.7% 
 Decrease of furniture’s price in 2010 by 5% comparing with 2009.

4. The deepening of crisis in the country

 GDP decrease in 2009 compared to 2008 with 7.1% 
 Collapse of foreign direct investment in 2009 compared to 2008 by about 67% 
 The increase of registered unemployment rate to 7.4% in August 2010 compared to 6.6% in August 2009. 
 741.000 employees’ layoff in August 2010 over the same period in 2008.  

5. Reflection on woodworking and furniture production 

 Slight increase in exports of furniture and wood products 
 Slight increase in requests for wood for construction and furniture for hotels, offices, etc. 

6. Consequences for sector 

 Decrease of production  
 • of furniture in August 2010 to August 2009 with 7.5%. 
	 • of wood processing in August 2010 to August 2009 with 9.3%. 
 The closure of several companies from furniture industry, especially small businesses from 3982 in 2010 to  
 2976 in 2008.
 Staff redundancies 
	 • The decrease of employees number in the furniture industry with 30,700 persons in August 2010 (from  
 80,000 in 2008 to 49,300 in 2010). 
	 • The decrease by 28,500 in the wood processing industry in August 2010 (from 68,000 in 2008 to 39,500 in  
 2010). )
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 Decrease of net average salary earning (euro) 
	 • In the furniture industry in 2008 it was 247 euro, in 2010 it is 214 euro. 
	 • In wood processing in 2008 it was 225 euro, in 2010 it is 199 euro.
 Decrease of export with 4,5%

7. Federation activities 

 Links and permanent correspondence with affiliated unions around the country and support in legal courts  
 in disputes with employers for non-respect of regulations from collective labor agreements at company level 
 Permanent actions in order to attract new members in trade unions and organizing new trade unions 
 (currently we have no solutions). 
 Participation in several international seminars and conferences on issues of health and safety at work and in   
 organized projects by EFBWW and BWI. 
 Good relations of cooperation with CNSLR-Fratia (confederation of where we are affiliated), by participating  
 to several educational programs, to modifications’ proposals of trade unions legislation, pickets, meetings at  
 national level. 

8. Joint activities with  social partners 

 DieThe preparation and completion with social partners - employers‘ associations – of the Unique labor- now  
 we have it concluded until 2012. 
 Working with employers‘ associations (APMR + ASFOR) in projects of national and branch interests, in 
 particular those aimed to increase the number of jobs, qualifications of employees, environmental matters,  
 tax incentives and facilities which could improve the business environment.
 Involvement in the promotion of continuous vocational training and lifelong learning for employees in the  
 wood industry sector by establishing the new sectoral committee as an institution of social dialogue, with
 the public employers‘ association. The committee has legal personality and the members are the National  
 Institute of Wood and Forest, the Environment Ministry and the social partners.

9. The effectiveness of our joint work - trade unions and employers‘ associations
 
Positive effects: 
 Increase the training level of staff and the activities’ accountability in line with the requirements of modern  
 technologies (projects accessed from the European Social Fund for qualification of approximately 
 1,000 employees) 
 Priority tracking of put in practices the regulations of labor agreement at branch level and labor legislation 
 Participation together wit the social partners, particularly in the furniture sector, in many activities organized  
 by APMR  and European Union of Furniture, finalized with joint declarations signed by the social partners:  
 APMR-FSLIL-UEA.

Negative effects:  
 Guaranteed gross minimum wage was frozen in the last two years, although we strongly demanded a wage  
 increase correlated with the market requirements. 
 Massive layoffs in the past two years, approximately 60,000 employees in both sectors. 
 Increasing the employment disputes and going to court laws for not granting certain rights under the labor  
 agreement at company level (payments, overtime, meal vouchers, holiday bonuses, fees and other bonuses) 
 By entering in bankruptcy of many companies in the recent 10 years, the trade unions have lost many 
 professionals and leaders. 
 Display a hostile attitude towards trade unions by employers, using various means to suppress the trade  
 unions activity and the creation of other trade union organizations
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10. Expectations of employers associations - as social partners  

 Restoring confidence in the Romanian economy through macroeconomic stabilization measures and 
 attracting direct investments to preserve jobs and create new jobs. 
 To increase the government investment in order to stimulate the private economic agents to invest, for 
 creating new jobs. 
 Improvement of taxes collection and reduce the fiscal evasion so that negative effects on business to be 
 minimal. 
 Review of economic and social policies of the current government with effect from 1.1.2011. 
 Review the VAT rate in line with economic performance in 2010. 
 Fight against corruption by releasing political clients from using the public money and transparency of 
 using the public money
 Renegotiation of Romania agreed frameworks in the loan agreement negotiated or agreed with IMF, the  
 European Commission and World Bank.
 Reconsidering the public acquisitions based on opportunity, priority, efficiency and effectiveness criteria 
 Increase the absorption degree of structural funds by simplifying the access procedures and through credit  
 and financing solutions for SMEs. 
 Assume the political engagement for the loans to be directed with priority to investments.

11. In crisis conditions, the trade unions insist for: 

 Establishment of specific programs for investments adequately funded, to maintain and create jobs - the  
 elimination of redundancies. 
 Do not make changes to the Labor Code. 
 Maintaining the labor agreements at branches and at national level. 
 Do not dismantle the social protection of employees in collective redundancies. 
 Do not dismantle the individual labor agreements at indefinite period, for us to become „daily laborers.“ 

Foreign Trade

Romania obtains a significantly positive foreign trade balance with wood, wood products and furniture exports. 
Even in the crisis year 2009, this overplus came up to almost 1.26 Billion Euro. The total export volume doubled 
from 1.13 Billion Euro in 2000 to the peak value of 2.10 Billion Euro in 2007. In 2009, the export volume for wood, 
wood products and furniture decreased to 1.91 Billion Euro. The strongest decrease occurred for furniture. Fur-
niture exports dropped to the status of 2006. The exports of wood and wood products had stabilised in the last 
years around an annual value between 900 and 950 Million Euro. Even in 2009, these exports remains relatively 
stable with a decrease of only 2.1%. 

The production of furniture in Romania is significantly larger than the consumption within the country. About 
65% of the furniture are produced for the export, most importantly for the markets in countries of the European 
Union. The total Romanian furniture exports came up to 986 Million Euro in 2009. This was a decrease of 9.1% in 
comparison to 2008. Almost 75% of the exports go to Germany, France, Italy, Great Britain and the Netherlands. 
Especially since the accession to the EU (2007) the Romanian furniture producers are strongly oriented towards 
the EU-27 market and have become quite successful there.  
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With growing export accomplishments, the imports of furniture have also steadily increased since the turn of the 
millennium. Between 200 and 2008, furniture imports to Romania have increased by roundabout 580% (from 70 
to 478 Million Euro). Today, 30 to 35% of the furniture on the Romanian interior market were originally imported. 
Meanwhile the furniture imports have grown significantly faster than the export volume, especially in 2007 and 
2008. In 2008, the total import volume of furniture came up to 470 Million Euro for 21.6 Romanians. However, the 
imports have declined by more than 40% in the crisis year 2009.

Italy, Poland and China were the most important importing countries in 2009. About 70% of the imported 
furniture in Romania came from other countries of the EU-27. Only 30% of the Romanian imports in the value 
of roundabout 83 Million Euro came from non-European sources. In 2002, this share was only 5.6%. The most 
important of these non-European suppliers of furniture are countries like China, Turkey, Vietnam and the neigh-
bouring countries Ukraine, and Serbia. For example, the furniture imports from Turkey grew by 150% between 
2005 and 2008, whiule those3 from China grew by 470%. 

Source: 

Federation of Free Trade Unions in the Woodworking and Furniture Industry (FSLIL), Sector-Update Wood/Furniture 2010

APPENDIX

Wood/Furniture Industry: Statistics for Export/Import 2005 - 2009
Product Definition & Segmentation according to the list of goods for foreign trade statistics, 2010

For the chosen groups of goods, see the list on page  68/69

Fig. 3  

Development of Foreign Trade (Export/Im-

port) 2005 – 2009 (million €)
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Romania:  Export of Furniture 2005-2009

Furniture & Parts 
thereof (HS 9401/ 9403)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009  Change  2009 : 2008 Share of
Value / Million € abs. % EXTRA-EU TOTAL

EXTRA - EU27 / TOP 5  (Ranking 2009)         

Switzerland 14,70 17,58 16,15 16,34 17,71 1,37 8,4% 20% 2%

United States 38,89 33,23 27,08 17,78 14,01 -3,77 -21,2% 16% 1%

Moldova ,Republic of 8,20 13,50 17,97 23,89 13,37 -10,52 -44,0% 15% 1%

Russian Federation 8,45 9,20 12,42 15,73 9,61 -6,12 -38,9% 11% 1%

Ukraine 3,27 4,95 6,31 7,29 5,46 -1,83 -25,1% 6% 1%

TOP 5 73,51 78,46 79,93 81,03 60,16  -20,87 -25,8% 69% 6%

Total  EXTRA-EU27 110,40 116,17 117,84 117,04 86,92  -30,12 -25,7% 100% 9%

EU27 - Countries / TOP 10   (Ranking 2009)       INTRA-EU  

Germany 144,86 143,09 197,72 217,80 241,58  23,78 10,9% 27% 25%

France 162,83 182,36 210,49 214,35 185,56  -28,79 -13,4% 21% 19%

Italy 121,15 135,34 123,93 107,10 110,62  3,52 3,3% 12% 11%

United Kingdom 66,44 77,58 96,07 82,12 62,27  -19,85 -24,2% 7% 6%

Netherlands 68,97 72,44 59,98 58,57 53,46  -5,11 -8,7% 6% 5%

Austria 66,06 64,64 70,70 52,57 39,97  -12,60 -24,0% 4% 4%

Belgium 28,67 34,33 42,63 44,28 37,71  -6,57 -14,8% 4% 4%

Spain 9,67 15,84 17,73 29,54 28,55  -0,99 -3,4% 3% 3%

Czech Republic 5,84 6,76 14,20 16,39 21,07  4,68 28,6% 2% 2%

Sweden 25,84 27,64 32,37 30,70 20,48  -10,22 -33,3% 2% 2%

TOP 10 700,33 760,02 865,82 853,42 801,27  -52,15 -6,1% 89% 81%

Total  INTRA-EU27 776,08 845,67 985,32 967,15 898,65  -68,50 -7,1% 100% 91%

EXPORT  TOTAL 886,48 961,84 1.103,16 1.084,19 985,57  -98,62 -9,1% Source: Eurostat 2010

Romania:  Import of Furniture  2005-2009

Furniture & Parts 
thereof (HS 9401/ 9403)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009  Change  2009 : 2008 Share of
Value / Million € abs. % EXTRA-EU TOTAL

EXTRA - EU27 / TOP 5  (Ranking 2009)         

China 11,17 18,35 41,81 64,08 40,56 -23,52 -36,7% 49% 14%

Turkey 19,69 23,26 35,32 50,15 19,44 -30,71 -61,2% 23% 7%

Moldova ,Republic of 2,02 2,37 3,96 5,39 3,04 -2,35 -43,6% 4% 1%

Serbia 2,02 3,17 2,90 -0,27 -8,5% 3% 1%

Vietnam 0,17 0,54 1,13 2,97 2,57 -0,40 -13,5% 3% 1%

TOP 5 33,05 44,52 84,24 125,76 68,51  -57,25 -45,5% 82% 24%

Total  EXTRA-EU27 47,11 59,20 98,52 145,21 83,17  -62,04 -42,7% 100% 29%

EU27 - Countries / TOP 10  (Ranking 2009))       INTRA-EU  

Italy 65,44 78,83 97,82 106,14 65,04  -41,10 -38,7% 32% 23%

Poland 42,67 56,81 85,35 77,25 38,22  -39,03 -50,5% 19% 13%

Germany 25,75 28,02 29,47 37,86 28,81  -9,05 -23,9% 14% 10%

Hungary 4,41 7,70 26,57 21,34 12,63  -8,71 -40,8% 6% 4%

France 11,26 18,86 18,58 23,10 10,56  -12,54 -54,3% 5% 4%

Austria 4,46 7,60 9,47 10,70 8,87  -1,83 -17,1% 4% 3%

Czech Republic 5,91 9,00 9,73 10,10 5,31  -4,79 -47,4% 3% 2%

Slovakia 0,44 0,96 2,00 4,20 4,02  -0,18 -4,3% 2% 1%

United Kingdom 0,99 2,30 2,23 2,47 3,68  1,21 49,0% 2% 1%

Netherlands 2,82 2,64 5,04 4,25 3,37  -0,88 -20,7% 2% 1%

TOP 10 164,15 212,72 286,26 297,41 180,51  -116,90 -39,3% 90% 64%

Total  INTRA-EU27 179,16 234,04 316,11 333,31 200,21  -133,10 -39,9% 100% 71%

IMPORT   TOTAL 226,27 293,24 414,63 478,52 283,38  -195,14 -40,8% Source: Eurostat 2010
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Romania:  Export of Wood and articles of wood  2005-2009

Wood & articles of 
wood  (HS 44)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009  Change 2009 : 2008 Share of
Value / Million € abs. % EXTRA-EU TOTAL

EXTRA - EU27 / TOP 5  (Ranking 2009)         

Egypt 56,32 59,43 72,96 75,36 78,56 3,20 4,2% 16% 8%

Japan 48,26 66,13 62,23 49,99 64,92 14,93 29,9% 13% 7%

Turkey 43,64 47,58 56,15 77,78 52,66 -25,12 -32,3% 11% 6%

Syrian Arab Republic 33,23 39,92 43,41 42,51 41,67 -0,84 -2,0% 9% 4%

Saudi Arabia 39,46 40,04 50,04 27,51 39,21 11,70 42,5% 8% 4%

TOP 5 220,91 253,10 284,79 273,15 277,02  3,87 1,4% 57% 30%

Total  EXTRA-EU27 381,43 413,48 474,44 464,49 481,85  17,36 3,7% 100% 52%

EU27 - Countries / TOP 10   (Ranking 2009)       INTRA-EU  

Italy 138,60 150,38 157,61 132,24 119,78  -12,46 -9,4% 27% 13%

Germany 73,25 76,01 90,97 79,92 67,33  -12,59 -15,8% 15% 7%

Austria 22,85 32,52 33,02 29,39 46,66  17,27 58,8% 10% 5%

France 28,05 34,51 36,24 47,23 37,49  -9,74 -20,6% 8% 4%

Hungary 28,29 29,31 26,50 30,07 34,79  4,72 15,7% 8% 4%

Greece 31,16 41,18 32,17 32,98 31,89  -1,09 -3,3% 7% 3%

Spain 60,75 52,28 47,46 24,12 16,51  -7,61 -31,6% 4% 2%

Bulgaria 7,45 8,92 12,25 20,53 14,69  -5,84 -28,4% 3% 2%

United Kingdom 8,04 13,20 16,73 15,26 13,19  -2,07 -13,6% 3% 1%

Poland 7,27 27,07 10,85 14,24 11,58  -2,66 -18,7% 3% 1%

TOP 10 405,71 465,38 463,80 425,98 393,91  -32,07 -7,5% 88% 42%

Total  INTRA-EU27 451,93 509,14 518,10 482,00 445,23  -36,77 -7,6% 100% 48%

EXPORT   TOTAL 833,36 922,62 992,54 946,49 927,08  -19,41 -2,1% Source: Eurostat 2010

Romania:  Import of Wood and articles of wood  2005-2009

Wood & articles of wood  
(HS 44)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009  Change 2009 : 2008 Share of
Value / Million € abs. % EXTRA-EU TOTAL

EXTRA - EU27 / TOP 5  (Ranking 2009)         

China 4,48 10,55 38,50 75,69 31,70 -43,99 -58,1% 40% 9%
Ukraine 9,99 16,30 19,11 14,34 22,62 8,28 57,7% 29% 6%
Russian Federation 2,21 10,58 12,16 7,79 6,94 -0,85 -10,9% 9% 2%
Turkey 3,57 4,77 14,01 9,80 4,97 -4,83 -49,3% 6% 1%
Serbia 1,94 5,18 2,21 -2,97 -57,3% 3% 1%

TOP 5 20,25 42,20 85,72 112,80 68,44  -44,36 -39,3% 86% 18%

Total  EXTRA-EU27 49,18 71,62 117,62 143,69 79,16  -64,53 -44,9% 100% 21%

EU27 - Countries / TOP 10  (Ranking 2009)       INTRA-EU  

Germany 39,60 61,38 112,97 116,65 77,60  -39,05 -33,5% 27% 21%
Hungary 37,46 42,71 68,74 76,78 53,30  -23,48 -30,6% 18% 14%
Poland 44,36 58,13 70,87 67,35 41,06  -26,29 -39,0% 14% 11%
Italy 49,57 40,60 42,07 40,44 33,18  -7,26 -18,0% 11% 9%
Austria 36,38 46,63 69,14 48,90 28,63  -20,27 -41,5% 10% 8%
Czech Republic 25,06 17,73 22,48 26,38 9,25  -17,13 -64,9% 3% 2%
Bulgaria 5,00 8,05 12,45 15,37 8,70  -6,67 -43,4% 3% 2%
Slovakia 14,52 10,61 14,25 11,50 7,82  -3,68 -32,0% 3% 2%
Spain 1,69 3,69 6,37 6,66 6,13  -0,53 -8,0% 2% 2%

France 2,90 5,96 12,47 8,45 5,29  -3,16 -37,4% 2% 1%

TOP 10 256,54 295,49 431,81 418,48 270,96  -147,52 -35,3% 93% 73%

Total INTRA-EU27 265,25 306,96 453,08 444,13 292,15  -151,98 -34,2% 100% 79%

IMPORT  TOTAL 314,43 378,58 570,70 587,82 371,31  -216,51 -36,8% Source: Eurostat 2010
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APPENDIX

Wood/Furniture Industry:  Statistics for Export/Import
Product Definition & Segmentation according to the list of goods for foreign trade statistics, 2010

Furniture is classified under the chapter 94 of the Harmonised System and consists of the following 
categories:

9401  Seats (other than those of heading 9402), whether or not convertible into beds, and parts thereof.
 
 The Statistic in this report take into consideration products categorized under HS 9401 which are further 
 grouped under:
 9401.10 Seats of a kind used for aircraft
 9401.20 Seats of a kind used for motor vehicles
 9401.30 Swivel seats with variable height adjustment
 9401.40 Seats other than garden seats or camping equipment, convertible into beds
 9401.51 Seats of cane, osier, bamboo or similar materials
 9401.61 Other seats, with wooden frames
 9401.71 Other seats, with metal frames
 9401.80  Other seats
 9401.90  Parts

9402 Medical, surgical, dental or veterinary furniture (for example, operating tables, examination tables, hospital beds  
 with mechanical fittings, dentists‘ chairs); barbers chairs and similar chairs, having rotating as well as both reclining  
 and elevating movements; parts of the foregoing articles

9403  Other furniture and parts thereof.
 
 The following  Statistic take into consideration products categorized under HS 9403 which are further 
 grouped  under:
 9403.10 Metal furniture of a kind used in offices
 9403.20 Other metal furniture
 9403.30 Wooden furniture of a kind used in offices
 9403.40 Wooden furniture of a kind used in the kitchen
 9403.50 Wooden furniture of a kind used in the bedroom
 9403.60 Other wooden furniture
 9403.70 Furniture of plastics
 9403.80 Furniture of other materials, including cane, osier, bamboo or similar materials
 9403.90 Parts

9404 Prefabricated buildings

9405 Mattress supports; articles of bedding and similar furnishing (for example, mattresses, quilts, eiderdowns, cushions,  
 puffs and pillows) fitted with springs or stuffed or internally fitted with any material or of cellular rubber or plastics,  
 whether or not covered.

9406  Lamps and lighting fittings including searchlights and spotlights and parts thereof, not elsewhere specified or 
 included; illuminated signs,  illuminated name-plates and the like, having a permanently fixed light source, and  
 parts thereof not elsewhere  pecified or included.
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Wood and Articles of wood is classified under the chapter 44 of the Harmonised System and consists of the 
following categories:

4401  Fuel wood, in logs, in billets, in twigs, in faggots or in similar forms; wood in chips or particles; sawdust and wood  
 waste and scrap, whether or not agglomerated in logs, briquettes, pellets or similar forms

4402 Wood charcoal (including shell or nut charcoal), whether or not agglomerated

4403 Wood in the rough, whether or not stripped of bark or sapwood, or roughly squared

4404 Hoopwood; split poles; piles, pickets and stakes of wood, pointed but not sawn lengthwise; wooden sticks, roughly  
 trimmed  but not turned, bent or otherwise worked, suitable for the manufacture of walking sticks, umbrellas, tool  
 handles or the like; chipwood and the like

4405        Wood wool; wood flour

4406 Railway or tramway sleepers (cross-ties) of wood

4407 Wood sawn or chipped lengthwise, sliced or peeled, whether or not planed, sanded or end-jointed, of a thickness  
 exceeding 6 mm

4408 Sheets for veneering (including those obtained by slicing laminated wood), for plywood or for similar laminated  
 wood and other wood, sawn lengthwise, sliced or peeled, whether or not planed, sanded, spliced or end-jointed, 
 of a thickness not exceeding 6 mm

4409 Wood (including strips and friezes for parquet flooring, not assembled) continuously shaped (tongued, grooved,  
 rebated,  chamfered, V-jointed, beaded, moulded, rounded or the like) along any of its edges, ends or faces, 
 whether or not planed, sanded or end-jointed

4410 Particle board, oriented strand board (OSB) and similar board (for example, waferboard) of wood or other ligneous  
 materials, whether or not agglomerated with resins or other organic binding substances

4411  Fibreboard of wood or other ligneous materials, whether or not bonded with resins or other organic substances

4412 Plywood, veneered panels and similar laminated wood

4413 Densified wood, in blocks, plates, strips or profile shapes

4414 Wooden frames for paintings, photographs, mirrors or similar objects

4415  Packing cases, boxes, crates, drums and similar packings, of wood; cable-drums of wood; pallets, box pallets and  
 other load boards, of wood; pallet collars of wood

4416 Casks, barrels, vats, tubs and other coopers‘ products and parts thereof, of wood, including staves

4417 Tools, tool bodies, tool handles, broom or brush bodies and handles, of wood; boot or shoe lasts and trees, of wood

4418 Builders‘ joinery and carpentry of wood, including cellular wood panels, assembled flooring panels, shingles and  
 shakes

4419  Tableware and kitchenware, of wood

4420 Wood marquetry and inlaid wood; caskets and cases for jewellery or cutlery, and similar articles, of wood; statuettes  
 and other ornaments, of wood; wooden articles of furniture not falling in Chapter 94

4421  Other articles of wood
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Arbeit und Leben Bielefeld is an institution of social and vocational further education. Our objective is to im-
part vocational, political and social knowledge, especially for employees, with the aim of support responsibility, 
codetermination and self-administration and therefore to strengthen the qualified cooperation between the 
social partners. Our central approach is the integration of political and vocational education; this means that the 
participants are not only to be professionally qualified but also need to learn to articulate their own interests and 
to implement those in their working processes as well as the social life. We are independent but regard our self 
as located near to the trade unions and the objectives of the German Alliance of Unions (DGB) and its specific 
singular trade unions. 

For many years, Arbeit und Leben Bielefeld cooperates with the IG Metall in Frankfurt. National and European 
sector projects are an important part of this sector-related educational cooperation for employees and shop 
stewards in the wood and furniture industry. Our branch seminars and conferences impart sector-political basics, 
improve the interplant exchange of information about trends and developments. With this, work councils and 
shop stewards are equipped for the representation of the interests of employees in companies as well as the 
sector as a whole.

Our projects in cooperation with european and national trade unions 
(since 2007, cofinanced by the European Commission)

 INNOtrans - European Networking for the transfer of information and innovation in SME sectors based on 
the example of the wood  and furniture industry (Cooperation of sector trade unions from six countries); trans-
national cooperation project, funded by the European Commission / DG Employment, Social Affairs and Equal 
Opportunities; www.innotrans.de (2007-2009) 

 INNO 2 - Innovation through training and education – European SME sector network for the transfer of 
information and innovation in the wood and furniture industry; transnational cooperation project, funded by 
the European Commission / DG Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities; 
www.inno2.innopas.eu    (2009-2011) 

 PASOC -  (Pfleiderer AG Social Charta)  - Increase of information and consultation for implementation of 
company-based social standards for the european woodworking industry based on the example of Pfleiderer 
Plc.; transnational cooperation project, funded by the European Commission / DG Employment, Social Affairs 
and Equal Opportunities; www.pasoc.innopas.eu  (2009 – 2011)  

Arbeit und Leben Bielefeld e.V. | IG Metall

Arbeit und Leben 
Bielefeld e.V. DGB | VHS
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INNO 2 – European network for trade unions and workers representatives 
in wood/furniture industry

Labour, Solidarity and Social Advance in Europe

In the face of structural change, the global economy crisis and the accelerated internalisation in the 
sector, wood and furniture trade unions from Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Germany, Poland, Italy and 
Romania decided to continue their cooperation with the INNO 2 project to develop mutual strategies 
and transnational ways of cooperation for an operational and sector-political lobby. The result of this 
cooperation are political and practical conclusions, how social and employment policy interests for the 
employees can be protected more effective and enlarged. 

The partners of INNO 2 agree that the economical and operational handling of the economical chal-
lenges based one the economical crisis and it’s consequences in the sector wood and furniture can 
not against, but just in common with employees and their lobbies be successful. The essential require-
ments are information, participation and involvement. 

INNO 2-network is supported by following trade unions:

 
 
 Metal Workers’ Union (IGM / Germany)

 Independent and Self-Governing Trade Union “Solidarnosc” 
 (NSZZ „Solidarnosc“ / Poland)

 Italian Trade Union for workers in building and other industries
 (FILCA-CISL / Italy)

 Trade Union of the workers in woodworks forestry and water industries 
 in the Czech Republic (OS DLV)

 Federation of Free Trade Unions in the Woodworking and Furniture Industry 
 (FSLIL / Romania)

 Federation of Trade Unions Organization in Forestry and Woodworking Industry 
 (FTUOFWI / Bulgaria)

 European Federation of Building and Woodworkers  (EFBWW)

Arbeit und Leben Bielefeld e.V. | IG Metall
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